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Editorial
Well, those short, dark days are over and here we are, looking forward to a
new season. There’s nothing like it, is there - that scent of Spring on a
bright day in February? All I’m hoping for in 2013 (other than world peace
and a trip to the David Bowie exhibition at the V&A) is a little less rain. At
least the term ‘hosepipe ban’ can be shoved to the back of a large
cupboard for now. If you’re pining for a glimpse of sunshine, turn to page
16 and wander the gardens of Andalucia with Heather Osborne. What a
fabulous tour it must have been; reading her evocative description, I can’t
wait to visit them myself.
I’m very pleased to say that we have a new Treasurer. Mary Robey has
generously volunteered to take on the role and I’d like to take this
opportunity to say thankyou, Mary, and welcome to the committee.
Do you have a beautiful garden? A new project is being launched in this
edition to bring enthusiastic photographers and gardeners together. If
you’d like your garden to be captured by HHPS amateur photographers, or
you’re a keen photographer yourself, turn to page 14 to find out more.
We’re always on the lookout for volunteers to lend a hand at the monthly
meetings, or events such as the Plant Sale and Seedling Exchange. It’s a
way for people to really get to know other members, while having fun at the
same time. Do get in touch if you think you could help, even if it’s only on a
one-off basis. As Lord Kitchener said (or would have, if he’d been a
gardener), ‘Your HPS Needs You!’.
Happy Gardening!

Marion Jay
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Grand Plant Sale
The Plant Sale will be held on Saturday, 1st June at the
Homewood Road Church Hall, St Albans, from 9.30-11.30am.
Pricing and sorting will take place at the Homewood Road Church Hall on
the evening before the sale, Friday 31st May, from 6 - 9 pm. If you have
plants you’d like to donate but cannot bring them on the Friday evening, we
would be happy to receive them on the morning of the sale.
The Plant Sale is one of the highlights of the HHPS year and is much
enjoyed by all who take part. Our customers return year after year. It helps
enormously if donated plants are labelled; obviously giving the correct
name is essential, but providing us with details such as the size, habit and
flower-colour enables customers to make an informed choice. Plants in
flower always sell quickly, and give the hall a colourful, welcoming look, too.
Any members willing to help, either on the Friday evening or at the sale
itself, should contact Steve Dudley (details inside back page).

Seedling Swap
Chairman Irene Cowan is hosting this years Seedling Swap,
which will take place at 10am-12 noon on Saturday 20th April.
Address: 19, Faircross Way, St Albans, AL1 4RZ.
If you have any spare seedlings, come and exchange them for something
different. Even if you have nothing to bring, come along - you’ll not go
home empty-handed. It’s always interesting to see what others are
growing and have a chat over a cup of tea and a slice of cake. It’s fun and
it’s free, so why not give it a go?

Front Cover Plant Profile
Front cover: Prunus incisa ‘Kojo-no-mai’.
Photo: Bill Hodgson.
A dainty shrub that really earns its keep, this one, starting in March with a
profusion of red-centred white blossoms which turn pink with age. A rich
cloak of mid-green leaves in summer turns vibrant orange-red in autumn,
then drops to reveal an intricate network of silvery, zig-zag branches. Slow
growing and compact in habit, the Fuji Cherry, as it’s known, is ideal for
smaller gardens. It performs well in free-draining soil in dappled shade.
Marion Jay
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Great Dixter Plant Fair, October 6th & 7th, 2012
Some time ago I had an email from Linda Jones who used to be part of the
Wisley Trials, with news of the Great Dixter Plant Fair. How could I forget
Linda? She has great organisational skills - full marks to Fergus Garrett for
recruiting her to the Dixter fund-raising efforts. I did not wish to go on my
own so asked Anne Godfrey to join me, with Linda’s agreement.
At 7am on Saturday 6th, Anne arrived with her van loaded with just enough
room for my duvet, cut flowers, display boards, and a box of plants. We
had a good journey down and arrived in good time to find ourselves on a
sloping field which was slippery - would the van get stuck? All unloaded
and thankfully the van moved, we were pitch no 13, ‘Judy National
Collection’ and 14 for ‘Anne Daisy Roots’, with the portaloos behind! Wow,
was there a lot of interest in Anne’s stall. Customers broke off buying to
hear my talk, which went well. By the end of the day Anne had sold half
her stock - well done.
There was a two hour lull from the close of the Fair until the evening meal
cooked by Fergus, so we were free to wander all around the gardens. The
meal was very well organised in the barn, with all seated on straw bales.
Anne had our bedding in a wheelbarrow parked outside. At the end of the
evening we set off in the pitch black; holding a torch, I followed Anne and
wheelbarrow to I knew not where, down a long farm track, at which point I
decided I was too old for this! However, the student accommodation was
wonderful, all new rooms with ensuite bathroom. Blissful hot shower and
bed. The students who gave up their room were not so lucky, one slept in
the barn.
The next day the sun shone again and all went well. Anne finished with just
over two boxes of plants left to illustrate her talk. I gave the plants I
brought with me to Fergus himself so perhaps if he likes them they may
end up in the garden. Finished at 4pm, van quickly loaded off we went
again, with empty trolleys rattling in the back.
A wonderful weekend, and thank you, Anne, for doing the driving.

Judy Barker

Cornucopia
Cornucopia is the twice-yearly digest of the best writing from the
Newsletters of the HPS local and specialist groups. For a year’s
subscription send a cheque for £3, payable to ‘The Hardy Plant Society’, to:
Pam Adams, HPS, Little Orchard, Great Comberton, Pershore WR10 3DP.
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Members’ Open Gardens
Will you be opening your garden to HHPS members or the public this year,
perhaps for charity or an event? Would you like some free publicity?
David Singleton will circulate details of your open garden to members by
email, just prior to your event. Simply contact David at least one month
beforehand, giving the location, time, date and any other relevant
information. Email david.singleton@theiet.org and he’ll do the rest.
A huge thankyou to those members who so generously opened their
gardens to other HHPS members in 2012; Pauline and Michael Foers, and
Edwina Robarts. We’re always on the lookout for new gardens to visit, so if
you’d like to open your garden for members only, please get in touch.
HHPS visitors are always extremely well-behaved and appreciative! For
details of members’ gardens opening this summer, see pages 12 and 13.
The gardens of HHPS members Adrian de Baat and Julie Wise will be
featuring in this season of Gardener’s World, as part of a series of short
films on garden styles. Both gardens will be used to illustrate the ‘natural
or prairie’ style. Look out for them when the series starts this spring.

Members’ Contributions
A special thanks to all those who have made and donated so many
delicious cakes to delight and sustain us at our monthly meetings. Your
input is applauded - it’s one of the things I look forward to most!

Sue Jaye has contacted us, reflecting on the benefits of membership:
I am emailing because I read the article about joining the Hardy Plant
Society (Telegraph, 13/12/12), and I got to thinking about the treasures I
have accrued as a result of my own membership. In the first year of my
membership I bought a tiny peony seedling. It only had the very first
leaves, and I recall making the comment that it would be years before it
was a peony. I was properly corrected that it was a peony already, but one
which needed time. Molly the Witch is now a treasure of my garden,
covered in blooms, albeit for just a short time, each year. I paid 50p for the
seedling. I wondered what other members of the group had grown as a
result of their membership?
How has your garden been influenced by your HHPS membership? Let us
know about your planting triumphs and tragedies.
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Creating a New Outlook
Having developed our steeply sloped back garden in Welwyn Garden City
over the past ten years, in 2012 my attention turned to the front garden, a
good-sized lawn area of approximately 60 square yards. In the summer of
2011, all fired up having pored over Piet Oudolf’s ‘Landscapes in
Landscapes’ for a week, I made the decision to create a ‘prairie’ in the front
garden and promptly killed off the lawn with weedkiller. Although I’d been
keen to change our vista from the front window for a while, once the
herbicide was applied, I felt a vague sense of apprehension.
In the autumn, I persuaded my husband Bill to remove the turf, and we
hired a machine. The turf-cutter wouldn’t easily engage with the
compacted lawn and Bill developed a technique whereby he hopped along
behind it with one foot pressing down on the machine, brightening up an
otherwise dull day for the neighbours. We piled up the turves in a giant
heap. Eyeing our efforts the following morning, our wag of a postman
asked if we were sending the lawn away to be cleaned.
The winter proved to be a fairly mild one so in February we hired a minidigger and a skip and set about breaking up the compacted ground. Some
soil would need to be removed as the level was slightly too high. I was
aware that drainage was a problem as the lawn had been very mossy, and
I also knew that it was vital to provide a deep root-run for the plants so that
they had a good chance of surviving drought. Bill spent three days
trundling around in the mini-digger, carrying the lighter-coloured,
unstructured soil to the skip and keeping piles of ‘good’, darker soil to one
side. Meanwhile, I forked over the site to remove roots and larger stones.
Bill set up his camera in one of the front windows and made a time-lapse
film of the operation, which he then emailed to various relatives. It was
generally agreed that it made for numbingly tedious viewing.
In keeping with the ‘grow ‘em hard’ ethos, I felt I ought to hold back on
adding any organic matter to the soil but at the same time, I knew that at
gardens with a similar planting style, i.e. Sussex Prairies, beds are
regularly spread with mulch. I found it impossible to relinquish the
gardening lore of old and ordered two bulk bags of spent mushroom
compost, which we rotavated in before planting. I say we, but it was Bill
who actually did it, straining madly to stop the rotavator racing over the top
of the soil and careering into the roadside tree.
At last we were ready to plant. By now we’d had a lot of interest from
neighbours and had a ready explanation for our activities. The reason for
creating a ‘prairie’ was not just the way it looked, though that was
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important, but also because the plants used would provide nectar beyond
midsummer, when a lot of indigenous plants are setting seed. My idea was
to plant a matrix of one grass species, Eragrostis trichodes, and interplant
with groups of herbaceous plants. The plant list included: Sanguisorba
‘Blackthorn’, Persicaria rosea and P. ‘Blackfield’, Echinacea pallida, E.
‘Vintage Wine’ and E.‘Rubinstern’, Actea ‘Brunette’, Eupatorium
purpureum, the black-red Astrantia ‘Gill Richardson’ and dark-leaved
Sedums as well as other pollen-rich plants. The Eragrostis would be a
light, airy setting for the more solid forms of the herbaceous plants, and I
also wanted to punctuate the Eragrostis with upright grasses such as
Miscanthus nepalensis and Pennisetum macrourum. The idea was that as
the sun sets at the end of Valley Road, the late afternoon light would filter
through the grasses and flowerheads. I chose largely pink and plum
coloured flowers and dark foliage to keep a sense of cohesion within the
rather complex planting plan. The intention was that, as far as possible,
the structure of the plants would be left on over winter, providing seeds for
birds and cover for insects.
Bill and I took a short break up north in the summer of 2011 and visited
several nurseries, including Stillingfleet, Scampston, Special Perennials
and Westshores. As our bemused B&B hosts bid us goodbye, we
crammed ourselves into the car amid a veritable jungle of foliage. Back
home, Annie at Daisy Roots provided lots of Echinacea pallida and also
dug out a section of Persicaria ‘Jo and Guido’s Form’ from her stock-beds
for me. A trip to Avondale Nursery supplied Astrantias and Sedums,
including my favourite, Sedum ‘Jose Aubergine’, with it’s deep slate-purple
leaves and rosy pink flowerheads. Brian at Avondale also entrusted me
with a new Sanguisorba he’d bred, called ‘Raspberry Coulis’, not yet
properly rooted and one of only thirty in existence. I felt suitably honoured.
I’d intended to plant in late April/early May, as late-flowering perennials
don’t like cold, wet soil but in mid-March, a hosepipe ban was announced
and I panicked. Two weeks before the ban deadline, we embarked on a
mass planting spree. It took a few days. I laid out broken York stone
pavers as stepping stones to allow access without soil compaction and to
help us avoid treading on any future bulb plantings. The pavers would
largely disappear as the foliage increased, but to begin with they lent the
garden a 1970s-rockery look, rather twee and not at all prairie-like.
What followed was the wettest summer I can remember. One by one the
sun-loving Eragrostis began to snuff out and I ended up lifting those that
remained, to save them from certain death. I replaced them with selfseeded Stipa tenuissima and filled in odd gaps with rooted Penstemon
cuttings and annuals grown from seed, such as the satin-petalled Linum
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The special hopping technique

Newly planted in March

Echinaceas, Sedums and Sanguisorbas in August
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rubrum. Despite the constant rain, most of the herbaceous plants thrived,
although flowering was late and in some cases reduced, due to the low
light levels. We opened the garden for the NGS in late July and the
feedback from the public was very positive, which was encouraging, and a
few weeks later, while I was out there chastising the weed population, I
even had someone stop their car to discuss the planting.
In late September I took divisions of many of the plants while the weather
was still warm, and they rooted quickly in the coldframe. They will be used
to bulk up the groups next spring. I also planted clusters of lily-flowered
tulips in vivid colours to jazz up the uneventful early stages of a late
summer garden. Having given up on the Eragrostis trichodes, I decided to
use Deschampsia cespitosa instead, particularly in the shadier areas,
courtesy of friend and fellow HHPS member Adrian de Baat who has
provided me with both seeds and young plants, self-seeded in his garden.
One morning in December, after a night of freezing fog, I opened the
curtains to see layer upon layer of ice crystals encrusting the frozen
seedheads, illuminated by the low winter sun filtering across the garden.
Observing the long, curved white-fuzzed wands of Pennisetum macrourum
glowing in the glacial light, I experienced that rare feeling you get when
something you’ve created has taken on a life of its own.

Marion Jay

Coach Trip to Norfolk, August 2012
Saturday 18th August was the hottest day of the year thus far. Those who
had visited Bressingham before noticed quite a change. Many of the island
beds which used to be filled with conifers and heathers (definitely 70’s
style) had been updated with spectacular massed plantings of grasses and
perennials. The Dell garden was ablaze with colour from large group
plantings and everything was well labelled.
Sundown was an absolute delight. We were greeted by Liz Bloom and her
partner Graham who told us about the development of their garden,
originally with the help of Adrian Bloom. We entered the garden along a
narrow woodland walk which was a cool green oasis, filled with plants of
differing shapes and textures. A large new pond in the centre of the garden
continued to help cool us and at the far end we found a stylish vegetable
garden with raised beds and an immaculate greenhouse.
Our final stop was The Plantsman’s Preference nursery where we indulged
in a bit of retail therapy. Tim Fuller has a large selection of geraniums and
ornamental grasses and holds the National Collection of Molinia.

Edwina Robarts
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Website News
HPS Groups Overseas
While idly googling ‘HPS’ one afternoon, I discovered there are Hardy
Planters outside the UK; so far I’ve found groups in the US, Canada &
Belgium. I’ve made a Google map of their locations, which can be seen on
the HHPS website. I emailed the various groups to introduce us and
received several replies (see a couple, below). Some of the international
groups are huge - Oregon State is 850 members alone.
Does anyone know of any other international HPS groups? Let me know.

Bill Hodgson
I am the president of the mini chapter in Connecticut. It is great to hear
from you and we are adding you to our website. The Pacific northwest is
the part of the country with the most “English – like” weather.
Don’t know if you sent an email to the Mid-Atlantic Chapter in Pennsylvania
but they are a very large and active group.
Leslie Shields
Greetings from Victoria, the City of Gardens, on the southern tip of
Vancouver Island. The Victoria Hardy Plant Group is a specialty group of
the Victoria Horticultural Society. We have about 80 members, some more
active than others, but all avid gardeners. We are just north of the US
border and share the wonderful Pacific North West climate with our
neighbours to the south.
We meet seven times a year, including a summer picnic with a lively
auction of members’ plants as a fundraiser for the Group. We also have an
annual lecture where we invite the public; our speaker this year was James
Alexander-Sinclair and in February we are hosting Chris Beardshaw.
We have a loyal team of members who maintain three beautiful Hardy
Borders at the Horticulture Centre of the Pacific and a monthly email
newsletter, The Seedling, to keep in touch.
Best regards,
Suzanne Johnston, editor, Victoria HPG, British Columbia, Canada

In Memoriam
Sadly, two members have passed away recently; Diane Over and Valerie
Sheppard. Fondly remembered and missed by all those who knew them.
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National HPS News
A Pictorial History of the Hardy Plant Society has been published on the
National HPS website. It charts the inception of the society in 1957,
including photos of the four founding members. Local Groups, Specialist
Groups, Events, Shows, Conservation and Services to Members are all
featured in a colourful and informative slideshow. To take a look, go to:
www.hardy-plant.org.uk/history/history.htm
There was a bonus for the HPS in December, when Val Bourne wrote a
glowing piece in the Saturday Telegraph on the benefits her own
membership had brought her, both socially and horticulturally. She admits
she was first lured by the promise of free seeds but says she discovered a
world of kindred spirits who shared their knowledge and plants. To read the
full article, go to: www.telegraph.co.uk and type ‘Val Bourne’ into the search
box.

Subscriptions Renewals
Have you paid your renewals? A reminder is enclosed with this newsletter
for those who are overdue. No further reminders will be issued.

E-communication
If you provide us with your email address, we can keep in touch with you
between newsletters, with information about garden open days and other
events of interest. Your address will not be passed on to any third parties.
To save resources, this newsletter is available as a PDF. Members can
register to receive an electronic copy instead of a printed version.
For more information on either of these options, please contact David
Singleton (details inside back cover).

New Members
Hello and welcome to all the new members who have recently joined us:
Tessa Davies and Derek Kerner, Carol Garman, John and Anne Murray,
John Pike, June Proctor, Paul Stiles, Pat and Max Walker, Sue Wood, and
Anke and David Way.
David Way is the author of the HPS book on Penstemons, though he tells
me he’s now an increasingly obsessive Galanthophile.
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Events Programme 2013
2013 Indoor Programme. All events start at 2pm
2nd March
Andrew Sankey - “Rethinking your Garden”
Before becoming a garden designer/landscaper, nurseryman and lecturer,
Andrew Sankey was Head of Graphics at a secondary school in Woking.
He began his garden design business back in 1990 and has since
designed everything from tiny front gardens in England to vast turf mazes
in Minnesota, USA. His specialism, though, is cottage gardens and borders
where he creates harmonious drifts of colour that give that wonderful sense
of the English garden throughout the summer.
His passion is working with plants and being out in the garden and Andrew
will offer plenty of ideas for re-designing parts of the garden, hiding
eyesores, creating new borders, making the garden low maintenance,
putting in features. We’ll get tips on ideas like ‘repeat planting’ and ‘the
importance of paths.’

6th April
Colin Ward - “Ferns and Tree Ferns”
Colin Ward and his wife Karan were originally arable and stock farmers.
Keen gardeners, they began to sell a few plants they propagated
themselves and Swines Meadow Farm Nursery developed from there with
exhibition at shows and attendance at plant fairs (where, as well as selling,
Colin is always looking for that something a little different or rare to take
home!) Their garden contains many specimens of the plants that they sell.
“From being a garden full of Hydrangea macrophylla, white roses and
privet it is now a well-microclimated haven of plant goodies from all over
the world.”
Members have been asking for a speaker on ferns for some time. Colin will
give a hands-on talk on propagating and caring for different varieties of
ferns. He will also bring plenty of ferns for sale, plus other plants.

Sunday 12th May 2-5pm - Member’s Open Garden
56 Beaumont Avenue, St Albans, AL1 4TN. (Off the A1057, Hatfield Road)
Penny Hay has a long rectangular town garden which is a mixture of things
and plants she couldn’t live without; greenhouse, pond, trees, shrubs,
paeonies and a large number of pots and tubs. If the weather is good her
rabbit and guinea pigs will welcome visitors!
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Events Programme 2013
Friday 31st May 6-9pm - Plant delivery, sorting and pricing
Homewood Road United Reformed Church Hall, St Albans, AL1 4BH
(Corner of Sandpit Lane and Homewood Road). Please bring any spare
plants you’d like to donate to the Grand Plant Sale.

Saturday 1st June 9.30-11.30am - Grand Plant Sale
Homewood Road Church Hall, St Albans, AL1 4BH
Helpers required from 9am at the Church Hall. Last-minute donations are
welcome before the Sale begins.

Saturday 13th July 8.45am - Coach Trip
Coach outing to Bradenham Hall and Dale Farm, Norfolk. See Page 15 for
details. Booking form sheet enclosed with this Newsletter.

Sunday 11th August - Members Open Garden
The Old Sweet Shop, 156 High Road, Bushey, WD23 1NP 07808 298030
John & Madeleine McCormack have a small, narrow garden at the top of a
windy hill, divided into two areas; a dog-free zone for some of the more
fragile plants and the rest paved and gravelled, with pots and a small pond.
From the A41 at the roundabout junction with the Elstree Road A411, take
the direction signed Harrow and Bushey. Proceed uphill and bear right at
the mini roundabout. Continue through first traffic lights and turn left at the
second ones (opposite Three Crowns pub). Continue through shops. The
Old Sweet Shop is on the left, opposite the Esso Garage/Tesco. There are
usually parking spaces on the road but if necessary there is a public car
park just after the shops.

5th October
Andy Sturgeon - “Making the Modern Garden”
Andy Sturgeon has won 6 Gold medals at the prestigious RHS Chelsea
Flower Show and also ‘Best in Show’ in 2010. Andy begins with a
whirlwind history of garden design. The talk, which is woven with
anecdotes, focuses on his own portfolio and journeys from tiny roof
gardens to country gardens via the Chelsea Flower Show and abroad.
Along the way he will explain the design philosophy behind each project
and impart plenty of practical information about plants and garden
construction.

2nd November: AGM, followed by member’s talk.
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Events Programme 2013
7th December
Fergus Garrett - “Good Planting and Designing with Plants”
Fergus Garrett joined Great Dixter as Head Gardener in 1992 and worked
closely with Christopher Lloyd as both gardener and friend during an
important time in the garden’s development. Fergus combines his full-time,
hands-on gardening role at Dixter with lecturing and writing articles. He
also serves on Royal Horticultural Society Trials, Dahlia and Floral A
committees. He is Chief Executive of the Great Dixter Charitable Trust,
moving the garden forward in ever more exciting directions.
Fergus spoke to us a few years ago on succession planting and he returns
to Hertfordshire HPS in 2013 for our December presentation. He will once
again share his skills and experience focusing on good planting and
designing with plants.

Our Christmas Party follows Fergus’s talk.

HHPS Photography Scheme
Within the HHPS group we have a number of members who are
photography enthusiasts and a new scheme has been proposed which
would give garden owners the opportunity to receive good quality photos of
their garden, and keen photographers the chance to practice their skills.
The scheme isn’t intended to involve money at all, nor be commercial in
any way. The arrangements will be informal, initiated via the HHPS.
As a photographer, a key issue will be access to a garden in favourable
light - bright days can bring too much contrast which cameras don't cope
well with, so sometimes a duller day is better. Although owners will have
their own views on the best time of year (or time of day) to have their
garden photographed, some flexibility on dates to catch good weather may
be needed. Part of the arrangements between the garden owner and
photographer(s) will be discussion about particular items of interest to be
captured, whether they be individual plants, beds, or suggested angles of
view within the garden. A garden owner may also want to exclude features
of their garden for reasons of privacy, security or aesthetics, which should
also be discussed prior to getting started.
The benefit to the garden owner is to receive electronic copies of the
photographs taken, but not necessarily prints unless arranged between the
owner and the photographer(s). The photographer(s) get to keep and use
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the photographs for non-commercial purposes. The scheme also gives the
garden owner a right to veto the use of any of the photos taken, which will
mean a meeting after the event, to review the results and finalise
agreement on the shots the photographer is free to use.
The photographer will provide the owner with the photos in a digital format
using any means agreeable, such as on a CD, DVD, memory stick or web
download. Any additional arrangements are between the owner and the
photographer, the HHPS need not get involved other than to introduce both
parties, and to provide a checklist summarising this scheme.
Any gardener or photographer who would like to get involved should email
Bill Hodgson at bill_hodgson@me.com or tel: 07711 715311 and he will
help co-ordinate the arrangements.

Coach Trip Details - 13th July 2013
Coach trip to Bradenham Hall and Dale Farm, Dereham, Norfolk
on Saturday 13 July.
Bradenham Hall (www.bradenhamhall.co.uk) has been the home of the
Allhusen family since 1951. The gardens are probably best known for the
arboretum; over 800 trees, all labelled, started by the current owner’s late
father.
Close to the house, a series of clearly defined rooms within walls and yew
hedges contain, amongst others, a rose garden, a magnificent recently
revamped herbaceous border and the kitchen garden with its quirky ‘dog’s
breakfast’ borders (a bit of everything, according to Mrs Allhusen Sr).
Coffee will be available on arrival and we will eat our picnic lunches here.
Dale Farm, Dereham is 15 minutes away. This is a 2 acre plant lover’s
garden with over 700 plant varieties featured in exuberantly planted
borders and waterside gardens around the spring fed lake. Before retiring,
Graham Watt was in charge of parks and planting in Cambridge. There will
be a good range of plants for sale including some interesting and rare
hydrangeas grown by a friend of the Watts. Tea and loads of cake!
The cost of this outing is £30 per member/£32 for non members and
includes refreshments at both venues. You will need to take a picnic lunch.

The coach will leave Stanborough Green, Welwyn Garden City,
AL8 6XQ at 9am and return at approximately 6pm.
There is ample kerbside parking in Stanborough Green.
Turn to the back cover to view photographs of both gardens.
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The Gardens of Andalucia
Several years ago my brother gave me a book called ‘1001 Gardens You
Must See Before You Die’. We are doing our best to comply with this
instruction and ticked 10 off the list when we visited southern Spain last
autumn, on a tour organised by Brightwater Holidays entitled ‘The Gardens
and Architecture of Andalucía’.
Córdoba is famous for its patios, Granada for its carmen, (not that one, she
was from Seville) but the most well known horticultural treats of the region
are the iconic Islamic gardens. Luminaries such as Geoff Hamilton and
Penelope Hobhouse have broadcast and written about Paradise Gardens,
but in case you’ve forgotten, here’s a quick reminder.
Most of Spain was conquered by the Moors in 711AD and successive
Muslim sultans built palaces and gardens, the most famous of which is the
Alhambra complex in Granada. The word paradise comes from the Old
Persian pairi (around) and diz (wall) and originally meant an enclosed
cultivated area. Islam developed in a hot, arid climate and a pairedeza is a
cool place for rest and reflection, containing a formal rectangle of water; a
pavilion to provide more permanent shelter than a tent; a walled perimeter
for shade and security; and planting of herbs, fruit and perfumed flowers.
The Qur’an has many references to gardens, and the earthly garden
became an analogy for the heavenly paradise promised to believers.
The Patio of the Myrtles, within the Alhambra, has a long pool surrounded
by fragrant myrtle hedges. Water trickles in at surface level in order not to
disturb the mirror-like reflections. The impact comes from the simplicity of
its design. The nearby Patio of the Lions has a central stone basin flanked
by twelve marble lions with jets of water issuing from their mouths. The
water runs into thin channels set into the marble floor symbolizing the rivers
of Persia. The planting consists of aromatic herbs.
The Palace of El Generalife lies across a ravine from the Alhambra and
was built between the 12th and 14th centuries as a summer retreat for the
sultans. There are extensive cypress hedged garden rooms on the
terraced hillside, but the famous Court of the Long Pool is inside the
palace. Jets of water arc over the pool, the walls are clothed in
bougainvillea, and pomegranate trees are dotted among the roses, salvias,
and perennial planting in the parterres.
The common name for Punica granatum, the pomegranate, in Spanish is
‘granada’, and the symbol of the pomegranate is widely used around the
city – even as metal bollards. (A bit of botanical nomenclature:- the generic
name Punica is because the Phoenicians broadened its cultivation; our
English ‘pomegranate’ is from medieval Latin pomum (apple) and granatum
(seeded); and the common name used in France, grenade, was later
adopted for the similar shaped small bomb).
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Plumbago at the Alcazar de los
Cristianos

Palacio de Mondragon, Ronda

The Court of the Long Pool at the Palace of El Generalife, Granada

Article and Photos: Heather Osborne
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Unique to Granada, a carmen is a house with a garden and kitchen garden
attached, with fruit trees, vegetables, herbs, ornamental and scented
plants. These secret gardens are hidden away behind high walls and
wrought-iron gates among the winding alleyways of the Albaicín, Granada’s
old Moorish quarter.
For two weeks in May, householders in Córdoba compete in the annual
Festival of the Patios, when hundreds of beautifully planted, normally
hidden private courtyards are open to view. We were there in October, so
that will have to wait for another trip, but after visiting Córdoba’s Great
Mosque with its huge courtyard of orange trees, we saw the gardens of the
Alcázar (palace fortress) de Los Cristianos. The Alcázar was once the
base for the Spanish Inquisition.
The locals in Seville have fun watching tourists trying oranges picked from
the trees, eating a segment, and then spitting it out in disgust. As jam
makers will know, Seville oranges are bitter, and most are exported to the
UK for marmalade production.
Seville has several huge, well maintained and beautifully planted parks, but
the garden we enjoyed the most was that of the Casa de Pilatos, a quiet
cool space away from the bustle and crowds. The gardens are set out in a
mixture of Italian Renaissance and Andalucían style with an appealing
overgrown faded grandeur. Trails of climbers including plumbago, wisteria
and jasmine mingle with palms, figs, bananas and a Magnolia grandiflora.
Another quiet escape is across the river Guadalquivir to La Cartuja, a
former ceramics factory with bottle ovens reminiscent of my home town
(Stoke-on-Trent), now a centre for contemporary art with a rambling and
deserted garden. Back in central Seville, in the barrio, the old Jewish
quarter, The Hospital de los Venerables Sacerdotes has a lovely central
courtyard, with red and white arcaded columns, a sunken central fountain,
and pots of aspidistra, arum lilies and citrus trees.
Ronda was our final stop, a town built on an isolated ridge of the Sierra
Nieves and which is split in two by a deep river gorge which drops sheer for
130m. The two gardens we visited in Ronda have spectacular views
looking towards the mountains across the olive groves and fields of the
surrounding countryside. The 14th century Moorish Palacio de Mondragón
is a tiny jewel box; a hexagonal raised pool in terracotta and blue tiles,
cyperus arching over the water, restrained planting of clipped myrtle and
box and a cedar tree providing filtered shade. The Casa de Don Juan de
Bosco is 19th century and very different. It features a central pond with
glazed ceramic frogs spouting water, blue and white tiled balustrades and
benches, and beds of yellow roses, orange marigolds and red
pelargoniums.
I have just counted up, and despite fitting in so much, I see there are still 8
more recommended Andalucían gardens in The Book that we didn’t go
near. Hopefully, next time!
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Bradenham Hall, Norfolk.

Dale Farm, Dereham, Norfolk

Book now to secure your place on the Coach Trip in July to visit
these stunning gardens. Details, page 15. Booking form enclosed.

