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Editorial
Hello, from the lush countryside of the Quantock Hills in Somerset where Bill and I
are currently renting while we look for a more permanent roost. I’m sad to be
retiring as Newsletter Editor for the Herts Group, and I’d like to thank all those of
you who have given me your articles, photographs and support over the past four
years. I’ve enjoyed putting each edition together and have learnt a lot along the
way. I’ve successfully applied to become the new editor of Cornucopia and am
now in the process of taking the reins from Tony Bays, who is retiring this autumn.
As yet, we don’t have an editor to produce the Spring 2017 edition of the
Newsletter, which is puzzling because it’s obviously the best job on the
Committee! If you feel you might be interested in giving it a try, do get in touch.
I’d be happy to offer as much help as you need. Much of the layout is based on
that of previous editions, so it’s not hard to get the hang of it.
It’s been a busier summer than last year for the Herts Group, with the successful
reinstatement of the Coach Trip, and not one but two Member’s Open Gardens.
The Seedling Swap in April turned out to be a chilly affair, but it didn’t prevent our
(appropriately titled) hardy planters from turning out for the gathering.
The best HHPS news this autumn is that Malcolm Stodell has agreed to take on
the post of Conservation Scheme Co-ordinator. The conservation of rare plants is
one of the principal tenets of the Hardy Plant Society and I hope members will
support him in the role. This is crucial work and helps to maintain viable
populations of rare plants which may otherwise disappear from cultivation (p.5).
So, here’s wishing you all healthy and happy gardening in the future. Now, down
to business…anyone for a Cornucopia subscription?
Marion Jay
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Chairman’s Report
It seems hard to believe that it is time for our 28th AGM, and the end of my fourth
year as Chairman. Perhaps the time has flown so quickly because I have
enjoyed the role, not least because I have such wonderful Committee members to
help me in keeping the society going. Especial thanks go to them for their
contributions to the smooth running of all our activities; to Heather who, as
secretary, holds the whole group together and to Liz Egré, who records the
minutes so efficiently.
We owe both Marion and Bill many thanks for the wonderful newsletters and for
maintaining the excellent website. Unfortunately for us they have now moved to
Somerset, but they kindly agreed to continue with their roles for a short time (this
will be Marion’s final newsletter). This means that we need replacements for
these roles (see p.5).
Alison Tracy has very ably taken over the role of Membership Secretary, and she
and our Treasurer, Mary Robey, have worked very hard to put into place a new
online payment system, of which there is an explanation in this Newsletter (see
page 7). Hopefully members will find this a useful way to pay their subscriptions,
and many thanks go to both for setting this up. We will have to wait and see how
it works out and will await your feedback on the new arrangements.
The first of our coach trips organised by Maggie Lacey was a wonderful outing
and we are grateful to her for all the work she put into the day. I am sure next
year’s planned trip to Broughton Grange will be as popular and enjoyable.
The Plant Sale proved successful once again, thanks to all the hard work by Beryl
Davis and the numerous members who helped in so many ways. Alison and Ed
King provided all the publicity for the sale and are refining where we publicise our
Society and the Plant Sale. The wonderful speakers we have had this year, and
those still to come, are testament to Alison’s skills in choosing speakers who
generate a lot of interest among our members and attract guest visitors.
It’s been a good year for our tea and cake providers, Susanna Geoghegan and
Penny Bennetts. They have managed the task between them very efficiently and
I’m sure you would all agree with me that a meeting without tea and cake would
lose some of its charm. Of course meetings would not run so well if David
Singleton did not do his job of organising the microphones and a darkened hall,
and we are indebted to him for all his hard work.
We had been looking for a Conservation Scheme Co-ordinator for some time and
it’s great to hear that Malcolm Stodell has volunteered to take on this role.
We are planning a special celebration in honour of the National Society’s
Diamond Jubilee next year, to be held at Reveley Lodge in Bushey; the same
venue we used for our very successful 50 year celebration. This is still at the
planning stage, so more details will appear in due course.
Irene Cowan
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Grand Plant Sale Result
This year’s Herts Group Annual Plant Sale on 4th June was a big success, raising
a net profit of £1,271. A huge thankyou to all those who took part, from growers
to pricers, helpers, sellers, tea-makers, and those who run around making it all
possible behind the scenes. The takings from the sale make all the difference to
our programme of talks, as the proceeds go directly towards paying for our
speakers. Particular thanks must go to our Plant Sales Co-Ordinator, Beryl Davis
who, as always, has been the steady hand on the tiller.
On the day of the sale, the Committee members manning the door asked
attendees how they had heard about the sale. The four most common answers
were:
1.
I always come to the sale
2.
I am a member of the Herts HPS
3.
I heard about the sale via the local leaflet drop
4.
Personal local contact / word of mouth
Some attendees mentioned that they had seen the notice online at Streetlife;
https://www.streetlife.com This is a website which specifically aims to promote
local information. If you know about Streetlife, please consider signing up and
providing them with details of our Herts HPS 2017 Annual Plant Sale, once the
date of the sale is confirmed in the Spring Newsletter.
Ed King

Seedling Swap Report
The Seedling Swap at Diana and John Garner’s garden in Cholesbury near Tring
took place on a freezing cold morning last April, and attracted around 20
swappers. There was a snow fall early on but with the help of a cosy chiminea,
hot drinks and home-made cake, Herts Group members endeavoured to keep the
chill at bay. Diana is the Secretary of the HPS Woodland and Shady Plant Group
and visitors enjoyed a walk in her woodland garden where some dainty little
epimediums were in bloom along with some rare rhododendrons and acers.
One of the main garden attractions was a beautiful display of pulmonarias. The
Garners keep chickens and bees, and have a well-organised vegetable plot
incorporating raised beds. Numerous birds were busy on the feeders, taking
absolutely no notice of the human interlopers, and a song thrush entertained the
party as it sang from the top of a tree. How the little seedlings managed to survive
the unseasonably low temperatures is unclear, but Malcolm Stodell took home
some healthy little Cerinthe major ‘Purpurascens’ and Heather Osborne came
away with a number of treasures which she’s enjoyed in her garden all summer,
including Nicotiana langsdorfii and a particularly lovely gazania.
If you have a bit of space in your garden or garage and are interested in
hosting the Seedling Swap in 2017, please get in touch.
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Committee Members Required
Newsletter Editor: for 2 editions each year. Help, templates and archive copies
provided. Two articles available in reserve to get you started.
Website Manager: an interest in this area would be helpful, but a lot of help and
advice is readily available.
New Chairman from 2017: Although the usual tenure is 3 years, I will have
served in this role for 5 years in November next year and a change will be good
for the Society.
Irene Cowan
For more information on these roles, call Heather Osborne on 01727 856354,
or click ‘Contact Us’ on the website: www.hertshps.com

Conservation Scheme Update
We’re delighted to announce that Malcolm Stodell has kindly volunteered to take
over from Diana Garner in the vital role of Conservation Scheme Co-ordinator.
Over to you, Malcolm…
For those of you who did not see the entry on the Herts HPS website earlier in the
year, I’d like to introduce myself as Diana Garner's successor in the role as Local
Conservation Co-ordinator for this national scheme.
The aim of the scheme is to preserve older, rarer or lesser known hardy
perennials and to maintain records, so that the knowledge of how to grow these
plants successfully is not lost, and can be of use, interest and enjoyment to HPS
members and others. A list of all the plants on the scheme is on the HPS website
at www.hardy-plant.org.uk on the Conservation Scheme page, with photographs of many of them.
Anyone can recommend a plant to add to the list but it must be available at fewer
than four nurseries, according to the current RHS Plant Finder, and be gardenworthy and interesting. I hope to be able to meet a number of you at future Herts
HPS meetings, to discuss the scheme further and possibly enlist you to look after
one or more of these rare plants. There will be no cost to you in fostering these
treasures.
Malcolm Stodell

HPS Diamond Jubilee Open Garden Scheme
The national HPS are looking for members willing to open their gardens to the
public and HPS members, to celebrate the Society’s 60th anniversary in 2017. If
you would like to open your garden during this auspicious year for the HPS,
please get in touch with Heather Osborne or Irene Cowan (p.23). The closing
date for applications is December 31st. Further details at www.hertshps.com
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Coach Trip - Merriments and Great Dixter
Some thirty Herts HPS members set out from St Albans for a trip to East Sussex
on Saturday, 18th June. The coach stopped not far from Hawkhurst for
refreshments and preliminary plant browsing at Merriments Gardens and Nursery.
Merriments garden was mature with a good balance and variety of trees, shrubs,
roses - some wonderfully fragrant roses - and bulbs. It made for a very pleasant
stroll through the various garden ‘rooms’ and it was flat enough for anyone who
struggles with steps or rough ground. I enjoyed seeing a happily scrambling hop
plant where it had plenty of room to roam, and a rill edged with grasses was a
good feature. On the other hand there was, sadly, box blight and I thought the
prices were a bit steep. The restaurant was very welcoming, however, with
seating inside and outdoors.
Merriments was interesting but Great Dixter was a place of wonders. I had not
been before so I took a look at the website before we went. It is quite another
thing to go there and it was unlike any other garden I have previously visited.
There were nearly twenty different areas, orchards and gardens on the site, each
with their own character, and all of them set against the beautiful backdrop of the
ancient roofs of the house and barn.
The planting was so abundant and the growth so vigorous that it was sometimes
a battle to pass along the narrow paths. It was the most plants-in-your-face place
I have ever seen; if there was a manicured lawn there then I did not find it. The
garden staff were friendly and went out of their way to answer questions. There
is, it seems, a commitment to the love of gardening; all credit to Head Gardener
Fergus Garrett and his team. The spirit of gardening writer Christopher Lloyd is
still flourishing as much as the gardens he planted around his home, although his
taste for the brights of the flower spectrum seemed to have softened since he
died 10 years ago.
The ancient, beamed house porch was worth seeing in its own right, with a
bravura display of flower and foliage and all in pots. How do they get such
excellent sweet peas blooming in those pots? We were able to visit the historic
medieval hall and solar room and, as a bonus, I enjoyed seeing the pottery the
Lloyd family had collected, made by Alan Caiger-Smith from the Aldermaston
Pottery. We also met a Great Dixter volunteer with a passion for meadows, who
was particularly proud of the several meadows that adjoin the Great Dixter
gardens, filled with wild flowers and butterflies.
Then at last to the nursery, which is extensive, and what joy to find several plants
that I absolutely needed. I had to borrow a wheelbarrow to get my goodies back
to the coach which thankfully had a large luggage compartment. In ending I must
thank the organiser of the trip, Maggie Lacey, for an unforgettable day. I know
these things are always more trouble to organise than they appear.
Penny Bennetts
See photographs on p.24
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Herts Group Online Renewals
Good news! In response to members' requests last year, the Committee has
sprung into action and established a new system for Herts Group members to
renew their membership electronically. If you have online banking, you will now
be able to pay your Herts HPS subscriptions online.
The Herts HPS bank account details you will need are:
Payee (or destination) - Herts HPS
Account Number
- 01219522
Sort Code
- 30 94 30
In the reference box, you MUST put your 6 digit National Membership Number*,
plus as much of your surname as the box will allow (it is a limited space, different
for each bank). If you don’t add the reference, we may not be able to determine
whether you have paid your subscription.
Once you have made your online payment, please also email the Herts
Membership Secretary, Alison Tracy, on alison.tracy@btinternet.com
Please Note: This system is currently available for subscription renewals only,
not fresh memberships.
Online payment is an additional payment option, and payment by cash or cheque
will continue to be accepted. Payment by credit/debit card will not be accepted.
* Contact Alison Tracy if you have forgotten your National HPS number.

National Subscription Reminder
Don’t forget, membership of the National HPS is a requirement for continued
membership of a Local Group. Go to www.hardy-plant.org.uk/hps/join.php for
details on how to join or renew your membership with the National HPS, or
contact our own Herts HPS Membership Secretary, Alison Tracy, for more details.

Cornucopia
Cornucopia is the twice-yearly digest of the best articles from the Newsletters of
the HPS local and specialist groups. An annual subscription costs just £3, and
members can pay for the magazine along with their national renewal remittance.

New Members
We have just one new member this summer: Janie Nicholas. Welcome to the
group, Janie, we hope you get a lot out of your membership.
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In Praise of…Joe Pye Weed
Eupatorium purpureum subsp. maculatum
‘Atropurpureum' – that’s a big name but then
it’s a big plant, a very big plant! Not
something for the pocket handkerchief-sized
back garden but if you do have the space,
and a reasonably deep border, you’ll never
regret planting it.
While researching this short article I found
that the botanists have been tampering
again. They’ve changed Eupatorium to
Eutrochium. Is nothing sacred? I groaned
when I found they’d changed the name of
another of my favourite plants, Cimicifuga
(I loved that name!), to Actaea which for me
had always signified a variety of daffodil. In
my career as an organic chemist I’d always
Eupatorium purpureum ssp.
been heavily involved with scientific
maculatum ‘Atropurpureum’
nomenclature. Rules exist for assigning
unambiguous chemical names to newly synthesised molecules, however complex
their structure. These rules allow anyone with a knowledge of those rules to
deduce those structures from the names. Beautiful! So my heart sinks when
botanists tamper with nomenclature, as it must surely confound their scientific
literature for future workers.
Enough of such things! My love affair with this plant began many years ago
when, as aspiring hardy planters, we were visiting Waterperry Gardens. There, in
the middle of a vast herbaceous border, stood a clump of dusky-rose coloured
umbels atop stems of bamboo-like proportions. I was too much a gentleman to
wade in to seek out a label but had to know what it was. A check with the staff on
the way out revealed all. I can’t remember from where we originally bought it but
Joe Pye Weed has been with us ever since and remains a major contributor to
our late summer display.
‘Eupatoria’, to coin a generic plural, are species native to eastern and central USA
and Canada where it gets pretty cold in winter. All the previous season’s growth
turns woody. No axial growth from old stems occurs so it is best cut back close to
the ground in winter or early spring. All new growth takes place from new crowns
sheltering just below the surface. It keeps its head down until spring has well and
truly sprung and not until mid-May does it make its appearance. Then, at a rate
of knots seldom equalled in horticulture, it shoots up to 2-3 metres with stiff stems
dressed with pinnate leaves arranged in whorls. By mid-July terminal
inflorescences begin to form, expanding during August and opening in September
as umbels of fluffy, rose-pink flowers which last the rest of the season.
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Joe Pye Weed is totally trouble-free. No staking is required and regular dividing
is also unnecessary. A clump will slowly expand over the years, eventually dying
out in the middle, of course. To cut an outer piece off to give away will probably
require a mattock or very sharp spade. Like most of us, it likes a drink in hot
weather but floppy leaves will revive overnight after a good soak. It’s not fussy
about sun or shade, nor about soil type, although it’s probably happier in a
moisture-retentive environment than a dry one.
My research also revealed that a good number of named cultivars of Eupatorium
purpureum subsp. maculatum now exist. All seem to be of similar colour to the
natural form and I think it unlikely that they offer much improvement on a plant
which I consider one of the best for the late summer border.
Roger Trigg Photograph: Roger Trigg

Front Cover Plant Profile
Front cover: Athyrium otophorum var. okanum (AGM)
Commonly known as the eared lady fern, this Japanese fern produces subtly
coloured fronds which combine dark maroon stems with pale green leaflets. It
begins to unfurl its fronds earlier than many other ferns, and the young leaflets
emerge yellow-green before gradually softening in colour, some almost to grey.
Like its cousin the Japanese painted fern, Athyrium niponicum, the eared lady
fern enjoys a moist root-run and dappled shade, growing to around 2ft high in
ideal conditions and remaining evergreen in sheltered gardens. With a beautiful
arching habit, it looks very attractive in a pot and contrasts well with other shadeloving plants, such as dusky-leaved Saxifraga fortunei ‘Sue Drew’ (AGM) and the
primrose-yellow flowered, wonderfully named Epimedium ‘Spine Tingler’.
There is no regular maintenance required in caring for this Athyrium, apart from
the removal of the previous year’s stems in late January. I bought mine from Little
Heath Farm Nursery, where they stock an interesting and unusual range of ferns.
Marion Jay Photograph: Bill Hodgson

In Memoriam
It is with regret that we must announce that four members of the Herts Group
have passed away since January. Jacqueline Turner, Chairman of the
Wheathampstead Horticultural Society for the past 12 years, had begun treatment
for a serious illness last winter but died suddenly in late February, and John Pike,
an ex-committee member of the same society, died unexpectedly whilst on
holiday in Wales in early May.
Mary Franklin, wife of Brian Franklin, died in April, and Ann Rowe, who with her
husband John often helped out with selling tea tickets at meetings, passed away
peacefully in May. They are all very sadly missed and will be fondly remembered
by many Herts Group members.
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Sage Words
When I was six years old, we lived in a house on the corner of a suburban road in
Nettleham, just north of Lincoln. The back garden was an uninspiring paved yard,
so in summer I played in the front garden which comprised a small weeping
willow tree (within whose green curtains I would play ‘house’), and an L-shaped
lawn which led down to a large bed of velvety-orange marigolds, which I adored.
One morning I came out to play to find my mother filling a narrow border around
the lawn with a row of plants, alternating grey-leaved, felty-looking types with
squat, scarlet-flowered things. The grey-leaved plants had an interesting shape
and texture but I couldn’t imagine anything more ugly than combining them with
the dumpy, too-bright scarlet flowers, though of course I didn’t say as much. I
asked what the plants were called, and was told they were cinerarias and salvias.
I privately vowed never to plant salvias in my garden when I grew up. Little could
I have guessed that 45 years later I would consider them indispensable.
Salvia is the largest genus of plants in the mint family, Lamiaceae, within which it
belongs to the tribe Mentheae. Their distribution covers Central and South
America (approx. 500 species), Central Asia and Mediterranean (250 species)
and Eastern Asia (90 species). Commonly known as sage, the genus includes
woody subshrubs as well as annual, biennial and perennial herbs. Like most
members of the Lamiaceae family, the stems are square-shaped when cut on a
cross-section. The claw-shaped, two-lipped flowers emerge from tubular calyces
and are arranged along the stem in racemes. In many varieties the prominent
calyces provide interesting colour long after the flowers have faded. ‘Salvia’
derives from the Latin ‘salvere' - to feel well and healthy - and common sage has
been grown for centuries in the Old World for its food and healing properties.
Most of us will have a salvia of some kind in our gardens, whether common sage
in the herb garden, hardy herbaceous types in the border or tender perennial
varieties providing colour all summer long in pots and troughs. Their aromatic
foliage, prolific flowering and unfussy requirements make them an easy choice,
thriving in any sunny position as long as their roots don’t sit in waterlogged soil.
In recent years they have become increasingly popular, with the advent of new
hardy varieties such as whorl-flowered S. verticillata ‘Purple Rain’, introduced by
Piet Oudolf, and the expansion of nemorosa types, the best of which I think is S.
nem. ‘Caradonna’ (AGM), with its near-black stems and bright blue-purple
midsummer wands. Its cousin, S. nem. ‘Rose Queen’ is a particularly tough
salvia, with massed dusky mauve bracts producing sugar-pink flowers. These
hardy types work well when planted in drifts alongside other informal groups of
summer-flowering perennials and grasses, where the repeated brushstroke effect
of their upright stems can be best appreciated.
Tender varieties have become a mainstay of our bedding schemes over the past
ten years, with a host of versatile new hybrids appearing on the market. Some
are hardier than first billed. The superb S. ‘Amistad’ is technically classed as
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tender, but I have successfully brought it through
several winters in the ground outside. It is an
elegant plant, originating from Argentina and similar
in appearance to Salvia guarantica ‘Black and Blue’,
with erect stems up to 4ft high and huge rich purple
flowers from blackcurrant-coloured calyces. I
always overwinter cuttings in an unheated
greenhouse as a precaution but the parents often
survive the winter in free-draining open ground,
making their appearance later than their cosseted
progeny but invariably rising to the occasion by
August. Another reputedly hardy and certainly
spectacular variety is S. involucrata ‘Bethellii’, which
I bought from Annie Godfrey a few years ago when
she opened her garden for the Herts Group. What
a barnstorming plant! Muscular, strong stems take
all summer to form a branching, velvet-leaved plant
up to 5ft tall, which erupts into a plethora of 2-inch
long, lipstick pink flowers just when the garden
needs a boost at the end of August. It’s not
surprising the RHS have awarded it their AGM.
Again, over-wintering cuttings as an insurance is
advisable but if you can site it in a sheltered spot it
should have no trouble coming through the winter.
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Salvia ‘Amistad’

Another AGM winner is tender S. buchananii, one of
the most tactile salvias with its large, fuzzy, rosepurple bumblebee-like flowers and glossy, dark
S. involucrata ‘Bethellii’
green leaves. This species is stoloniferous, bulking
up with multiple stems to 2ft high, and was one of
the parent plants of the hugely popular S. ‘Wendy’s Wish’, introduced by
Australian hybridiser John Fisher. S. ‘Wendy’s Wish’ led to the launch of S. ‘Love
and Wishes’ in 2015, a highly desirable cerise-hued variety with dark stems and
calyces, which reputedly sends up a succession of flower stems all summer long.
I planted mine in the open border where they were shaved down to the ribs
overnight by slugs, so the longed-for succession of flowers was a one day wonder
for me. The species S. buchananii, on the other hand, has remained untouched.
I’ve had a lot of success with the small-flowered, tender, shrubby types of
Mexican origin, such as the red-violet S. x jamensis ‘Nachtvlinder’, chirpy S.
greggii ‘Pink Preference’ and the adorable cobalt quavers of S. greggii ‘Blue
Note’. Less attractive, in my opinion, is S. x jam. ‘Hot Lips’, the white and neonred bicolour which has become so popular over the past few years. What is the
big deal there? It looks like a badly tinted catalogue photograph to me. I much
prefer S. x jam. ‘Royal Bumble’ (AGM) with its glowing ember-red flowers. For
cool schemes, S. greggii ‘Navajo White’ is a lovely choice, its pure white flowers

Page 12

Autumn 2016
dancing above fresh green foliage. These smallflowered kinds are all woody subshrubs, growing to
2-4ft. Their blackcurrant-scented foliage requires
regular stopping-out during the early part of the
summer to encourage a bushy shape and prevent
them becoming lanky-limbed. Once into July, however,
they will flower unabated until the first frosts and
require only an unheated greenhouse or cold frame to
get through the winter. It is the combination of cold
and wet which will kill these plants in winter; cold and
dry is quite acceptable.

Propagating tender salvias is simply a case of taking
soft tip cuttings anytime from July to September, when
the ambient temperature is fairly constant outdoors. I
Salvia ‘Blue Note’
insert the prepared cuttings around the edge of a pot
filled with a 50/50 compost and grit mixture and place in an unheated, lidded
propagator with open vents in a sheltered spot which doesn’t receive any direct
sunshine during the day. Avoid covering the individual pot with a plastic bag, as
salvia cuttings are prone to rot off if confined in a close, damp atmosphere.
Rooting is quick, taking only a few weeks in the summer. I have found rooting
hardy salvia cuttings to be a little trickier, but using bottom heat from a heated mat
or propagator yields good success rates. Overwinter young plants in a
greenhouse (ventilated regularly) and plant out from mid-May onwards.
With such a widespread genus it is impossible to cover every garden-worthy
salvia in one article, but I wouldn’t want to close without bringing out one of the
big guns: Salvia confertiflora. Although the brick-red flowers on this tender salvia
are small, they proliferate densely on long (1-2ft) red velour-coated stems,
creating a velvety, flock wallpaper effect. It is
nothing less than spectacular. Growing to 5ft tall,
S. confertiflora doesn’t begin to flower until late
summer, but its large, crinkly leaves provide an
excellent foliage foil for mid-summer performers
so it certainly earns its keep. It enjoys free
drainage but, as a native of Brazil, prefers more
moisture than Mexican salvias and thrives best
when sheltered from strong winds. Pruning
should be done lightly, taking care not to cut back
into old wood, which is unlikely to reshoot (as I
learnt to my cost). It is easily overwintered in an
unheated greenhouse, producing flowers more
readily in its second or third year.
Marion Jay
Photos: Bill Hodgson & carsandcoffeechat.com

S. confertiflora
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Hestercombe
One of the most famous garden design partnerships is that of Edwin Lutyens and
Gertrude Jekyll. Lutyens’ classical discipline and unerring sense of proportion,
combined with Jekyll’s painterly approach to planting, resulted in an enduring and
recognisable style which even today embodies our concept of the English
Garden. Hestercombe Gardens near Taunton in Somerset is one of the finest
examples of their collaboration, a garden of breathtakingly romantic open vistas
balanced with intimate, stonework enclaves inviting quiet contemplation.
The Hestercombe Estate has medieval origins, and was owned by the same
family - the Warres - for almost 500 years. The house itself was extensively
remodelled during the Georgian and Victorian periods, and is currently home to a
restaurant, a second-hand bookshop and an art gallery.
In 1750, Hestercombe was inherited by Coplestone Warre Bampfylde, an
accomplished amateur artist, who laid out the large landscape garden as it
appears today. When Elizabeth Warre, the last of the line, died in 1872, Hestercombe was purchased by 1st Viscount Portman, and in 1903 his grandson, the
Hon Edward Portman, commissioned Edwin Lutyens to create an additional new
formal garden, the ‘Great Plat’, with planting by Gertrude Jekyll. In 1944, the
estate was sold to the Crown Estate, but the house and formal garden were
bought by Somerset Council in 1978, which then transferred the freehold to the
Hestercombe Gardens Trust, who manage the gardens today.
Bill and I visited the gardens on a warm Sunday in early July. An unassuming
pathway ran from the visitor’s entrance to a wide flight of steps lined with large
pots of hydrangeas and agapanthus, leading down to the front of the house. To
the south, steps took us down to a Victorian parterre garden, with a central
fountain and formal, low-level planting in blues and silvers, including Verbena
rigida, ageratum and echeveria, punctuated by the bright silver, spiny rosettes of
Puya coerulea. We were drawn to the stone balustrade running the length of the
terrace, and rewarded with a magnificent view over the huge, sunken, formal
garden beneath: the Great Plat. A truly show-stopping sight.
Arranged within a diagonal axis of grass and stonework paths, four large,
symmetrical, triangular beds were given height by clumps of luminously blue
delphiniums and creamy Lilium regale. Broad bands of bergenia edging brought
a solidity to the design. Straight rills, colonised by yellow mimulus and deep blue
irises, ran east and west of the Great Plat, leading to a wide, stone-pillared
pergola clad in wisteria, vines, and white and pink climbing roses, which marked
the southernmost edge of the formal garden. Beyond, the glorious Somerset
countryside spread out towards the Blackdown Hills in the distance. It took us
some time to take it all in.
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Exploration revealed the
intricacy of Lutyens’ design.
An inviting path to one side
led to a secluded niche
complete with lion’s head
fountain supplying a small
circular pool where whirligig
beetles dervished, enclosed
by exquisite stonework walls
topped with bronze putti. As
I descended into the Great
Plat, I turned to find the
south-facing wall billowing
The Great Plat, seen from the terrace
with rosemary and santolina
growing in the stonework. A Lutyens-style bench overlooking the garden was
nestled amongst drifts of metallic Eryngium giganteum, the blue pompons of
Echinops ritro ‘Veitch’s Blue’ and aromatic clouds of lavender and nepeta.
Everywhere, Erigeron karvinskianus had self-seeded amongst the paving,
softening the edges and contributing to the nebulous effect. The terrace was
resonant with the sound of bees.
Wandering the paths of the
sunken Great Plat, I noticed how
still the air was there. It is a
warm and sheltered
environment for plants and I
found self-seeded nicotiana
thriving as they never did in my
garden in Hertfordshire.
Primrose-hued spires of tall
candelabra verbascums
adorned the edges, and viper’s
bugloss provided flashes of
The rill, colonised by yellow mimulus
brilliant blue against the more
modest charms of newly-budding herbaceous clematis. The ghostly pale-mauve
daisies of Berkheya purpurea stood out, so curiously out of place wherever they
grow. Walking the length of the pergola, I was charmed by the ‘clair-voyee’
feature at either end; an opening in the wall affording a bucolic glimpse of a herd
of Friesians grazing in the field next door.
To the east of the Great Plat we walked through the remnants of what must have
once been an arboretum, with mature specimens of Ginkgo biloba, Catalpa
bignonioides ‘Aurea’, Liquidambar styraciflua and a magnificent tulip tree
(Liriodendron tulipifera), which was still partially in flower. At the top sat the
unfurnished, Lutyens-designed orangery, in front of which was a raised terrace
border ideal for silvery, sun-loving eryngiums, giant thistle Onopordum acanthium,
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and frothy Ammi majus. The
shape of the orangery
windows was echoed in the
outline of the lawned area in
front of it, which was a neat
detail. Wide stone steps,
partially colonised by the
dainty little fern Asplenium
trichomanes, led from the
orangery to the raised
platform of the Dutch Garden.
Based on a formal, cruciform
design, the Dutch Garden was
replete with Mediterranean
Steps leading up to the Dutch Garden
plants. Beds edged with
Stachys lanata held rich blue lavender, aromatic nepeta, sharp-leaved yuccas,
bubblegum-scented heliotrope and small-flowered roses. Softening the walls,
substantial specimens of Fuchsia
magellanica, Buddleia globosa and
climbing Solanum jasminoides
‘Album’ provided a strong backdrop.
Beyond the formal gardens at
Hestercombe lie the extensive
landscape gardens laid out by
Coplestone Warre Bampfylde in the
1700s. Until the 1990s, this area of
the garden lay forgotten and
overgrown, engulfed by trees. It
took the vision of one man, Philip
White, to restore the garden to its
The Dutch Garden
current status as one of the most
important gardens of its period in the country. He organised an exhibition of
Bampfylde’s paintings to raise awareness of the garden’s original classical
design, and even remortgaged his house in order to generate the funds required
to dredge the ponds and fell unwanted trees. The result is an atmospheric
Arcadian landscape boasting tall trees and stunning viewpoints. In 2013, White
was awarded the MBE for ‘services to historic garden restoration’.
Bampfylde’s landscape garden is punctuated by feature buildings; a Mausoleum,
the Temple Arbour and even a Witch’s House. Two large ponds, well-stocked with
rudd, lead up to The Cascade, then it’s a climb to the Gothic Alcove and a
sequence of ponds at the top. Banks of long grass, sorrel and bracken flank the
pathways in this semi-wild yet picturesque landscape.
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Visitors are well catered for at Hestercombe. There is a restaurant in the main
house, and a good cafe near the entrance, ideal for lunch or afternoon tea, with
provision for vegetarian and ‘free-from’ customers. There is also a shop,
including a small but very decent nursery supplied by a number of local growers.
Hestercombe is an undeniably romantic garden. It simply oozes charm, and
despite the fact that we visited in July with good weather, it was not crowded in
the least and there were plenty of places to find solitude. One down-side is the
cost of entry which may seem steep at £11 per person, but there is a lot to see for
your money and, as Hestercombe is an independent charity, all proceeds from
garden admission, the shop and cafe go directly towards the continued
maintenance and restoration of the estate. Their ecological credentials are
impressive, too; the estate has been adopted as a maternity roost by lesser
horseshoe bats, who visit every summer. The roosts are so important that they
have European protected status, and Hestercombe is also a Site of Special
Scientific Interest and a Special Area for Conservation. The gardens may seem
far-flung from the Home Counties but if you’re considering a break in the West
Country, why not spend an afternoon in this exceptional place?
Marion Jay
http://www.hestercombe.com
Photographs: Bill Hodgson

Member’s Open Garden Events
There was a good turn-out for HPS member Tessa Davies’ garden opening in St
Albans this July. Tessa had helpfully prepared a plant list, and visitors were
impressed with her skill in combining plants; some notable associations included
Melianthus major with Geranium 'Rozanne' and an exquisite Sollya heterophylla
with tiny blue flowers, all against a blue painted fence. Clematis ‘Jackmanii
Superba' scrambling through Lonicera nitida 'Baggesen's Gold' also made for a
striking combination, and members found plenty to talk about when they spotted a
number of unusual plants in the borders. Tea and cakes were served in the
secluded summerhouse, hidden away at the bottom of the garden.
Twenty members visited Liz Machin’s garden in Harpenden in August. Liz’s courtyard was a joy, with a charming central water feature surrounded by small trees,
including some pretty Japanese maples. The house walls were clad with Abutilon
‘Kentish Belle’ and the lively scrambling annual Ipomoea lobata, with hop-like
Origanum ‘Kent Beauty’ at their feet. As well as several spectacular varieties of
clematis in the garden, the ebony stems and dark pink, semi-double flowers of
Anemone ‘Pamina’ and the moody hues of Monarda ‘Raspberry Wine’ drew
admiring comments. Visitors mused on the retirement of St. Albans’ market
stalwart Peter Cunnington, from whose plant stall outside Marks and Spencer’s
many a treasure has been purchased since he took it on in the early 1960s.
Our thanks go to Tessa and Liz for offering to open for the group. We are looking
for members’ gardens to open for the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations in 2017, so
if you would be willing to help, please get in touch. (See contact details on p.23)
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AGM Agenda, Autumn 2016
THE HARDY PLANT SOCIETY – HERTFORDSHIRE GROUP

TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
To be held on Saturday 5th November 2016 at 2.00pm
at the Memorial Hall, Wheathampstead.
AGENDA
Apologies for absence
1. To approve the minutes of the 27th AGM held on 7th November 2015
2. Matters arising
3. Chairman’s report
4. Treasurer’s report and approval of accounts for the 12 months ending
30th September 2016 (to be laid round).
5. Election of Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Membership Secretary and
Treasurer for the ensuing 12 months (en bloc)
6. Election of Committee for the ensuing 12 months
Seven committee members are standing for re-election and there are
vacancies for Newsletter Editor and Website manager. Nominations
would be welcome
8. Election of Examiner of the accounts.
9. Any other business

Please submit NOMINATIONS for members of the Committee
in writing
to the Secretary by Saturday 15th October 2016
(20, St Stephens Avenue, St Albans, AL3 4AD)
Prior permission of any person nominated must be obtained.
Heather Osborne, Secretary

The AGM will be followed by a talk by Margaret Easter on
‘Grasses for the Small Garden’ (See Events Programme, p.20)
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AGM Minutes, Autumn 2015
MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF THE HERTFORDSHIRE GROUP OF THE HARDY PLANT SOCIETY
Held at the Memorial Hall, Wheathampstead
on Saturday, 7th November 2015
Present:
Officers
Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Newsletter Editor
Committee Members

1

2
3

Irene Cowan
Elizabeth Egré
Heather Osborne
Mary Robey
Janet Horton
Marion Jay
Beryl Davis, Alison King, Bill Hodgson,
Linda Williams

and 65 Herts Group Members
Apologies for absence were received from: Pauline and Michael Foers,
Dee Folkard, Diana Garner, Ed King, Jennifer Parker, Judy Rankine,
David and Jane Singleton and Sue Stockman.
MINUTES
The minutes of the 26th AGM held on Saturday, 7th November 2014,
which had been circulated, were agreed and signed as a correct record.
Proposed by Anne Godfrey; seconded by Lesley Hopkins
MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman reported as follows :
You will have read my report in the latest rather smart newsletter in which
I thanked the members who have contributed to the success of our
programme of activities but I also want to express especial thanks to the
present Committee for all their work and to particularly thank our
Secretary Heather Osborne, for all the work she does behind the scenes.
I also need to thank Janet Horton for her 12 years of Committee work.
We have been fortunate in finding volunteers to fill various posts that
have become vacant. We sometimes get a bit desperate when a
Committee member stands down after their 3 year term but fortunately
our appeals have worked and we have been able to welcome new
recruits to fill some of the vacant positions. We are still looking for
someone to help with the website and for a Conservation Scheme Coordinator. On a lighter note; we need more entries for the cryptic
crossword competition – so do fish out your newsletter and have a go.
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We have had a lot of interest from Cathy Rollinson (national Chair) and
John McGhee (national Treasurer) recently in what Herts HPS group did
for our ‘Golden Jubilee Party’ Chelsea, 2007 stand as planning is going
ahead for the Diamond Jubilee in 2017.
Last but not least, please note that there will be a coach outing next year
to Merriments and Great Dixter on 18th June, kindly organised by Maggie
Lacey, so please note the date in your diaries.
Proposed by Malcolm Michael; seconded by Jacqueline Turner
4
TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer referred to her report, which had been circulated. The
books had balanced and she thanked Mike Foers for examining them.
This year we have a small surplus despite a rise in hall hire costs - mainly
because speaker costs were reduced. Income from Plant Sales at indoor
meetings has increased thanks to Beryl’s hard work. Overall, the financial
position is stronger than at this time last year.
Proposed by Judy Barker; seconded by Mary Martin
5
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Irene Cowan, Elizabeth Egré, Heather Osborne, Mary Robey and Marion
Jay were re-elected en bloc.
Proposed by Diana Barry; seconded by Koomi Sullivan
6
ELECTION OF MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Alison Tracy was elected as Membership Secretary.
Proposed by Liz Machin; seconded by Maggie Lacey
7
ELECTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Beryl Davis, Bill Hodgson, Alison King, Ed King and David Singleton were
re-elected (to serve respectively as Plant Sales Coordinator, Web Person,
Speaker Bookings, Publicity and Hall Manager).
Proposed by Linda Williams; seconded by Elspeth Goodwin
Janet Horton (Membership Secretary) and Linda Williams (Refreshments
Coordinator) were stepping down and were thanked for all their hard work
on the Committee and presented with Garden Gift Vouchers.
Maggie Lacey was voted onto the Committee to take on the role of Coach
Trip organiser.
Penny Bennetts and Susanna Geoghegan were voted on as Refreshments Coordinators.
Proposed by Christine Viollet; seconded by Dennis Sandor
8
ELECTION OF EXAMINER
Michael Foers was re-elected as independent examiner of the accounts.
Proposed by Sue Tomson; seconded by Judy Barker
9
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Secretary told members that the Chair, Irene, had major heart
surgery earlier in the year and that we were all very pleased that she is
recovering so well.
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The national Treasurer is urging members to pay their subs by direct
debit, standing order or BACs (or by PayPal when this comes onstream
soon), to save time for Sally (national Administrator).
A new ‘Communications and PR’ post has been created to raise the
profile of the HPS in the media, and the national Chair has embraced
Facebook and Twitter as a way to contact and draw in younger members.
The national AGM at Reigate in Surrey, March 2016, has two excellent
speakers and promises to be a very enjoyable day.
Madeleine McCormack thanked all members who had signed the petition
to save Reveley Lodge.
Yvonne Mansergh proposed a vote of thanks to the Committee for their
hard work.
The meeting closed at 2.21pm.

Events Programme 2016
All talks start at 2pm
1st October
Geoff Hodge - ‘Pruning - Making it Simple’
Geoff is a freelance garden writer, writing for various national gardening
magazines and appearing on Q&A panels at flower shows across the country. He
was Web Editor for the RHS, Gardening Editor of ‘Garden News’ and technical
writer for ‘Garden Answers’ magazine. He may make gardening butchers of us
all!
www.gardenforumhorticulture.co.uk

5th November - AGM, followed by Member’s Talk:
Margaret Easter - ‘Grasses for the Small Garden’
HHPS member Margaret holds a National Collection of Thymus in her Harpenden
garden, which she opens for charity. She has published several books, including
‘The Thyme Handbook’. In this talk, she will be talking about another of her
interests: ornamental grasses.
www.thymus.co.uk

3rd December
Chris Chadwell - ‘Wild Flowers of Britain’
Chris is an intrepid modern day plant hunter, freelance lecturer, travel photographer and documentary maker. Since 1984, he has been proprietor of
Chadwell Seeds and has been Leader and Botanist on twenty-nine expeditions to
the Himalaya. We hope he will bring seeds for sale. www.chadwellseeds.co.uk
Our Christmas Party follows Chris’s talk.
Festive drinks will be provided by the Committee. Please bring a plate of nibbles
to share, savoury or sweet, on a paper plate to avoid washing up. No cutlery is
available so finger-food only, please! Please label any plates of gluten-free or
dairy-free food accordingly. Floral table arrangements welcome.
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Events Programme 2017
All talks start at 2pm
7th January
Joe Sharman - ‘Propagation’
Joe has been running Monksilver Nursery in Cambridgeshire for 26 years and
aims to produce as wide a variety of rare plants as possible. He is probably best
known for selling THAT snowdrop on the Internet. He will talk about and
demonstrate propagation techniques, followed by a question and answer session.
Please come ready to tap into his expertise with your own question; the more
difficult the subject the better.
Plants for sale.
www.monksilvernursery.co.uk

4th February
Dr Ken Thompson - ‘More Modern Gardening Myths’
Dr. Thompson has been a senior lecturer in Plant Ecology at Sheffield University
for over 20 years. He has written widely on the subject of science in gardening
and acted as a consultant to many horticultural bodies, including the RHS. Ken
will be familiar to many of you from his column in the Saturday Telegraph
Gardening section and from his books such as ‘Where do Camels Belong?’, a
fascinating study of "alien" species.
This talk will challenge conventional gardening lore via some of Ken’s remarkable
observations, and offer some genuinely useful practical advice.

4th March
Everett Leeds - ‘Clematis Through the Seasons’
Everett Leeds was a founding member of the International Clematis Society and
has been Chairman of the British Clematis Society four times. He also coauthored the Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Clematis with Mary Toomey.
By selecting the right clematis, it is possible to have flowers for every month of the
year. Everett will be talking about which varieties to choose and how best to grow
them.
www.clematis.hull.ac.uk

1st April
Helen Picton - ‘Daisy Days’
Helen is the latest member of her family to be involved in running Old Court
Nurseries and The Picton Garden in Malvern, Worcestershire, where over 400
varieties of Michaelmas Daisies are grown. She will be giving us the benefit of her
experience with these plants; how to grow them and which varieties are the most
robust and healthy.
Plants for sale.
www.autumnasters.co.uk
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Events Programme 2017
All talks start at 2pm
16th July 2 - 5pm
HPS Diamond Jubilee Garden Party
Address: Reveley Lodge, 88 Elstree Road, Bushey Heath, WD23 4GL
To celebrate the 60th anniversary of the founding of the Hardy Plant Society, the
Herts Group will be holding a summer party at Reveley Lodge. There will be an
afternoon tea. Further details will follow in the Spring edition of the Newsletter.

7th October
Celebrity Lecture: Anna Pavord - ‘Perfect Partners’
Anna is the gardening correspondent for The Independent and a prolific author,
probably best known for her widely acclaimed book ‘The Tulip’. Her most recent
publication, ‘Landskipping’, is an illuminating study of the British countryside.
In this lecture, Anna reveals some of her ‘star’ plants and links them with
companions to create irresistible planting associations based on texture, shape,
colour and scent. Also attending will be national HPS Chair, Cathy Rollinson.
Some of Anna’s articles can be found at www.independent.co.uk

4th November - AGM, followed by Member’s Talk:
Adrian de Baat - ‘Late Summer Colour’
Adrian is a long-time member of the Herts Group and has been opening his
garden for the NGS for several years now. Many of you will have been impressed
by his skill in combining grasses and perennials for a spectacular show of colour
late in the season. In this talk he will give us the benefit of his experience and
help us all extend the interest in our borders well into autumn.
www.adriansgarden.org

2nd December
Timothy Walker - ‘From Diaz to Diamonds’
Timothy Walker was, until 2014, the Director of the University of Oxford Botanic
Garden. He is a Fellow of the Linnaean Society of London and has been a
research lecturer in the Department of Plant Sciences at Oxford since 1992. He
has spoken to the Herts Group on several occasions and is always entertaining.
This talk takes a route from the southernmost tip of Africa to the border with
Namibia, looking at one of the most botanically diverse areas of the world: the
Western Cape.
www.timothywalker.org.uk
Our Christmas Party follows Timothy’s talk.
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Committee
Role

Name

Contact

Chairman

Irene Cowan

Please use the Committee page on the website

Vice Chairman

Liz Egré

for contact details of the individuals listed here.

Treasurer

Mary Robey

If you need the password for the Committee page

Secretary

Heather Osborne

please use the Contact form to request it.

Newsletter

Marion Jay (retiring)

Membership Sec.

Alison Tracy

Refreshments

Susanna Geoghegan

Plant Sales

Penny Bennetts
Beryl Davis

Coach Trip

Maggie Lacey

Programme

Alison King

Technical Manager David Singleton
Conservation

Malcolm Stodell

Website

Bill Hodgson (retiring)

Publicity

Ed King

Meetings
Indoor meetings start at 2pm, and are held at the Wheathampstead Memorial Hall
on Marford Road, Wheathampstead, AL4 8AY.
Visitors are very welcome and are asked to contribute £5 per visit.
Tea and a cake costs £1 (tea only 50p). If you are able to offer help by serving tea
or baking a cake please contact Susanna Geoghegan on 07799 038833.
The opinions expressed by contributors to the Newsletter are not necessarily
endorsed by the HPS.
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At the Seedling Swap in
Diana Garner’s garden in April

Autumn 2016

Members in Liz Machin’s garden in August
with Clematis x triternata ‘Rubromarginata’

Common spotted orchids in
the meadow at Great Dixter

The ever-changing display of
pots at Gt. Dixter’s front door

Photographs: Heather Osborne, Susanna Geoghegan and Helen Cullens

