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Editorial

Hello and welcome to the HHPS Autumn newsletter.  This is my first time 
editing the magazine and I’d like to take the opportunity to thank the 
previous editor Irene Cowan for all her hard work and wish her well in her 
new position as Chairman (elect).  
By way of introduction, I used to be a professional gardener and qualified in 
garden design when I developed back problems in the 1990s.  I was 
originally an art student, which gave me a strong appreciation of colour and 
form and that, coupled with my gardening experience, made design a 
natural choice.  However, I’ve always preferred getting my hands dirty, and 
nowadays I don’t do much design work but spent most of my time in my 
own garden, in Welwyn Garden City, which I open for the NGS.  My other 
hobby is lino-cut print making, but with the demands of the garden that’s 
largely a winter occupation.
My husband, Bill Hodgson, is the new HHPS Website Manager and a very 
patient carrier of heavy compost.
I hope the new-look Newsletter meets with members’ approval.  Any 
feedback would be gratefully received.  It’s a bumper issue this time, as so 
much has been going on over the summer, and we’re introducing some 
colour to the magazine for the first time, too.  Don’t miss Madeleine 
McCormack’s behind-the-scenes article on the very successful Summer 
Gardens Day, and the exciting new events programme - we have some 
first-rate speakers lined up for the new season, including seed guru Derry 
Watkins and the inimitable Fergus Garrett. 
                                                                                      Marion Jay
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Chairman’s Report

2012 has been another tricky year for us gardeners; first we had the worry 
of the hose pipe ban, then enough rain to get Noah reaching for his tool kit!
Plants have behaved quite differently to usual, weeds have grown like 
weeds and lawn mowing can only be likened to painting the Forth Bridge. 
The HHPS hosted a major event this summer which made us the focus of 
the whole Society.  Madeleine McCormack headed a subcommittee 
which planned a faultless itinerary of top gardens enjoyed by HPS 
members from all over the country.  Thank you to all of our members who 
gave their time to make the Summer Gardens Day a great success. 
Our annual Plant Sale did very well once again at the beginning of June. 
We should all be grateful to those members who grew and donated plants, 
gave their time to sort and price them, and turned out to sell them on the 
day itself.  The Plant Sale profits are directly responsible for the high quality 
of the speakers we are able to book.  Special thanks go to Sue Jaye who 
has done an excellent job organising the Plant Sale for the last 4 years, as 
well as the sales table at our indoor meetings.  Sue stands down at the 
AGM and her job will pass into the capable hands of Steve Dudley.
Also standing down from the committee this year is Diana Barry who has 
done a fantastically efficient job as membership secretary since 2006. 
Janet Horton has offered to side step to the position of membership 
secretary but that leaves us looking for a new Treasurer for the coming 
year.  Please consider whether you might be able to help and feel free to 
have an informal chat with myself or Janet to find out what is involved.   
For the past 5 years, Margaret Marshall has been booking our speakers for 
us.  The increased attendance at our indoor meetings over the past few 
years is testament to her skill at finding interesting, varied, high-calibre 
speakers.  Many thanks go to Margaret as she steps down at the AGM.
I look forward to welcoming relatively new members Marion Jay and Bill 
Hodgson onto the committee.  Marion is taking over from Irene Cowan as 
newsletter editor, and her husband Bill has been updating our website,  
which he will give us a short presentation on at the AGM.  Irene has done 
a fantastic job editing the newsletter and has, over the years, filled just 
about every job title on the committee, with the exception of Chairman. 
She must be a glutton for punishment as she has agreed to take over from 
me after the AGM!  
I have very much enjoyed my time as Chairman, a task made much easier 
and more enjoyable by the fact that the rest of the committee carry out their 
tasks with such efficiency and good humour.  I plan to hang around 
and book speakers, if you’ll let me, so all suggestions welcome....
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Grand Plant Sale

This year’s HHPS Grand Plant Sale, held at Homewood Road Church Hall 
in St Albans on 2nd June, was a great success.  The hall was packed with 
donated plants and there was a steady flow of customers all morning, many 
leaving with armfuls of greenery.  
The Grand Total raised was £965.14, a fantastic achievement, so a big 
thankyou to all who donated plants and to those who contributed their time 
to sort, price and sell them.  All your hard work is much appreciated and the 
end result justified the effort.

Nectar Stall

Considering the number of events being held around the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations, the Grand Plant Sale did better than expected.
This year for the first time we decided to have a stall that focused on 
nectar-rich plants to raise awareness of the plight of the dwindling number 
of our bees, butterflies and other pollinating insects.  The Nectar Stall was 
set up with a range of plants available for purchase, along with a display of 
photos and information accompanied by lists of suitable plants to help our 
pollinating friends. 
We had some great feedback from customers - many said what a great 
idea this was and a nice way of helping raise awareness. Some people had 
not realised how much trouble the pollinating insects were in, especially our 
bees, and without them our gardens would be in dire straits.
The best thing was that we sold everything on our Nectar Stall, and people 
were asking if we had any more plants. Having received positive feedback 
from a few HPS members about making the Nectar Stall a regular part of 
our annual plant sale, I was wondering whether it would be worthwhile 
contacting other HPS groups to share the idea.  If they don’t already have a 
Nectar Stall at their plant sales, perhaps we could help them set one up – 
let’s try to do something on a national basis for our pollinators.  
Oh well, it’s time to sit outside with a nice cup of tea, watching our 
pollinating friends busy at work in my garden.
Please let us know what you think - contact me or the Newsletter Editor 
with your ideas. 
                                                                                          Steve Dudley
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At the Grand Plant Sale

          
Steve Dudley on the Nectar Stall

Photos: Bill Hodgson
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Seed Distribution Scheme

Last year we had a magnificent response to our request for seed 
donations. The 2012 seed list brought in many new types of seed, including 
plants that are often hard to find. Please continue to send in your 
donations, especially since there is concern that seed may be in short 
supply owing to the late season and poor weather conditions in parts of 
England. Members who have not previously offered seed could look to see 
what plants they would like to share and then follow the instructions below.
 The Seed Distribution’s success depends on members both giving and 
taking seed.

• Collect, name dry and clean your seed (in that order). Take care when 
identifying and labelling seed. Store seed in a dry and cool environment, 
e.g. a plastic container at the bottom of the fridge.

• Put your seed into labelled packets. If you do not have suitable packets 
available, packets can be obtained free of charge from Joe Sime 
(address below). 

• Write out an alphabetical list of seed you are sending, making sure that 
the name on the list is the same as the seed and that your name and 
address are on the list.

• Please send seed (however small the amount) to S.J. Sime, Park 
Cottage, Penley, Wrexham, LL130LS to arrive by 31 October 2012. Seed 
that arrives after 31 October will not be wasted but will be included in 
Distributor’s Choice. In fact Joe will accept seed at any time of year. 

A more detailed account of how to collect and clean seed is provided in the 
HPS July 2011 Newsletter and on the HPS Website.
Sue Pinsent will be Seed Distribution Manager for the 2013 Seed 
Distribution but the rest of the team and the system will remain unchanged. 
We are looking forward to a successful run of the 2013 Seed Distribution 
with your seed donations.

                                                                         Barbara Matthewman
                                                            Seed Distribution Coordinator
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New Members

A big welcome to all new members who joined this year:  Anthony Cooper, 
Beryl Davis, Pip Mitchell, Pamela Ridley, and Jenny Wilson.

New Committee Members Urgently Required!

Our Membership Secretary, Diana Barry, has decided to step down after 
many years of valued service.  We are currently re-allocating roles in order 
to establish an experienced committee member as Membership Secretary, 
but this leaves other committee positions vacant.  The committee requires 
a certain number of members to run the Society successfully and we would 
urge anyone who has an interest to contact Heather Osborne on 01727 
856354 or via the “Contact Us” page on the website: www.hertshps.com.  
Remember, expressing an interest doesn’t mean you’re making a 
commitment.  The committee is a lively group of like-minded people and 
the meetings are fun (and have great biscuits!).

Revamped Website

The Herts HPS website has undergone a redesign.  There is now the 
potential to provide the newsletter in electronic form (with password) to 
members who choose that option.  If you would like to download the 
newsletter from the website as a PDF instead of receiving a paper copy, 
please contact Bill Hodgson at bill_hodgson@me.com.  
The new layout includes a downloadable application form for new joiners 
and a new style of members’ discussion forum.  In addition, articles from 
past newsletters will be published as individual pieces.  A wider range of 
photographs will also be used to illustrate HHPS events. 
The committee has co-opted Bill Hodgson, who submitted the new design, 
to manage the site.  To see what all the fuss is about, go to -
http://www.hertshps.com 

In Memoriam

We regret to announce that three long-standing members of the HHPS 
passed away this year:  Daphne Coates, Danae Johnston and Sheena 
Michael.  Fondly remembered and sadly missed by all who knew them.
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Summer Gardens Day

It is five years since Hertfordshire Group contributed to a National Society 
Event.  The idea ‘to do something’ had been gelling in the minds of some of 
the team who had exhibited at Chelsea Flower Show in 2007.  Some of us 
had enjoyed Summer Garden Days hosted by other groups, thought it 
would be a smaller challenge than hosting a weekend and it would be fun. 
An inaugural meeting was held in January 2010.  Central to the broad 
discussion was choice of date (it must not conflict with the Olympic Games 
or The Jubilee Celebration), choice of gardens, the itinerary and transport, 
catering, nursery plant sales, finance and base hall.
The date, Saturday June 30th was clear of the Olympics but only three 
weeks after the HPS National Weekend in Dunblane.  This was an initial 
worry but Beverley Powlesland (National Events Co-Ordinator) encouraged 
us to go ahead.  That date also suited Tom and Kate Stewart-Smith who 
agreed to open Serge Hill Gardens especially for us.  This was a one off 
privilege that then determined the choice of the other gardens.  From 
previous experience of Summer Garden Days, HPS members come to see 
gardens and would resent spending a lot of time sitting in coaches, 
however pretty the Hertfordshire countryside.  Sadly, this ruled out some of 
our members beautiful gardens in the east of the county.  Liz and Jim 
Machin’s garden in Harpenden and Heather and Peter Osborne’s in St 
Albans were the final choice.  These four gardens were thought to be 
diverse in size, style and planting, making an interesting contrast.  The 
itinerary would be worked out to the minute and tested under Saturday 
traffic conditions.  Three nurseries accepted the invitation to sell their plants 
at the base at Wheathampstead Hall; Daisy Roots, Little Heath and 
Priorswood.  The main expenses anticipated were the hall, coaches and 
entry to Serge Hill Gardens.  In times of a recession would the necessary 
100 delegates be prepared to spend £24 for the day? (This figure based on 
a break-even calculation.)  Would they pay extra for a home-made lunch?
It is customary to offer additional information for those members who would 
like to extend their stay.  Adrian and Clare de Baat, Margaret and Roger 
Bardell, Jennifer Parker and Peter and Sue Tomson kindly agreed to open 
their gardens that weekend.  Information on what to see and do around St 
Albans and further afield was provided. Included were historical buildings, 
nurseries and gardens open to the public, along with detailed maps and 
directions.  Once approved by the team, all this information had to be 
photocopied, some to be sent out by post but much was enclosed in a most 
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National HPS Chairman Vivienne McGhee wanders through a mass 
of Dianthus carthusianorum in Tom Stuart-Smith’s prairie planting.

John Spokes from Little Heath Nursery chats to a customer.
                                                         Photos John McCormack

Page 9! Autumn 2012



attractive ‘welcome pack’ for distribution on the day.  Did it take just over 
two years to research all this and put it together?  On and off, yes it did!
With the attraction of the Serge Hill Gardens our anxiety of a low take-up 
was allayed; both coaches were full with 75% opting for the home-made 
quiche, strawberries and cream lunch. 
The day dawned with a wetting drizzle as we watched David Singleton and 
team under colourful umbrellas, directing parking.  This was very much 
appreciated by the visitors.  In they came in a steady flow, exchanging 
happy greetings with many familiar friends.  Registration was quick and 
efficient with much admiration of the welcome packs, colour coded either 
green or yellow to direct them to their coach.  A quick coffee, a buzz of 
plant buying and all the plants were safely stowed on the hall stage, as by 
now the sun shone and the cars would be too hot.  The coaches were 
quickly boarded and then they were off; one to Serge Hill and the other to 
St Albans.
Those at the base then turned their hands to prepare lunch.  The twenty 
eight quiches (half of which were vegetarian), willingly made and given by 
members, were divided into generous portions.  Salads and strawberries 
were prepared, tables laid and flowers arranged.  The return of the two 
coaches was staggered but overlapped.  The delicious lunch was greeted 
with delight and praise, and then they were off again to the gardens not 
visited that morning.  The base team turned to the task of clearing up.  The 
two members who seemingly spent most of the day washing up were 
heroes indeed.
Our visitors returned in the late afternoon, ecstatic about the gardens and 
full of congratulations for the diverse choice. The timing had been accurate, 
the couriers giving just the right amount of information along the way and 
miraculously the sun had shone all day.  One member who had been on 
many Summer Garden Days said ‘It was the best I can remember, and I’ve 
been on a few’.  Apart from thanking all the many Hertfordshire members 
who helped in so many ways what more could be said?
From the HHPS Events Team: Diana Barry, administration; Liz Egre, 
itinerary and transport; Janet Horton, treasurer and administration; Sue 
Jaye, nursery organisation and plant crèche; Alison King, catering; Liz 
Machin, garden owner and plant sale table;  Madeleine McCormack, HHPS 
events co-ordinator; Heather Osborne, garden owner and administration;  
David Singleton, hall and traffic-control and Roz Willis, catering. 

                                                               Madeleine McCormack
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One of many letters received from Summer Gardens Day 
visitors:

What a great day we all had on Saturday!  I thoroughly enjoyed it, 
as did the several other Southern Counties Group members who 
were there.  The arrangements were exemplary in their efficiency 
and the lunch was delicious.
Our couriers struck just the right note with a useful amount of 
information.  The choice of gardens was excellent - varied in 
character and size, and all lovely.  Because I returned to the 
Courtyard Garden at The Barn to take photographs when everyone 
else was having tea, I was even able to say hello to Tom Stuart-
Smith as he arrived back by taxi from his trip to Italy.
I came away full of ideas for my own garden, always a good 
indicator of a successful garden-visiting day.  Thank you to you and 
all the team for your efforts.

Best wishes, Sandra Hartley (National HPS Events Panel Officer)

HPS Conservation Scheme

UPDATE ON HERTS HPS CONSERVATION SCHEME
 
The following plants have been removed from the conservation scheme, 
either because they have become more widely available, or because they 
have been considered not garden-worthy.  If you are growing any of these 
plants for Herts HPS, you may now regard the plants as your own and 
there is no further need to propagate them for the annual exchange:
 
• Aster 'Barr's Pink'
• Chrysanthemum 'Lady in Pink'
• Chrysanthemum ' Cottage Apricot'
• Crocosmia 'Vic's Yellow'
• Erigeron 'Gaiety'
• Helianthus 'Shall We Dance'
• Hemerocallis 'Iron Gate Glacier'
• Primula 'David Valentine‘                                   
                                                                                         Diana Garner
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AGM Agenda, 3rd November 2012

THE HARDY PLANT SOCIETY – HERTFORDSHIRE GROUP
TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

To be held on Saturday 3rd November 2012 at 2.00pm at the Memorial 
Hall, Wheathampstead.

AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence
2. To approve the minutes of the 23rd AGM held on 5th November 2011 
3. Matters arising
4. Chairman’s report 
5. Treasurer’s report and approval of accounts for the 12 months ending 

30th September 2012 (to be laid round).
6. Election of Committee for the ensuing 12 months:
7. Election of Chairman
8. Election of Vice- Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer
9. Election of Membership Secretary
10. Election of Newsletter Editor
11. Election of other committee members 
12. Four committee members are standing for re-election and there are two 

further vacancies.  
13. Election of Examiner of the accounts
14. Any other business

Please submit NOMINATIONS for Officers and Members of the Committee 
in writing, to the Secretary by Saturday 13th October 2012 (20, St Stephens 
Avenue, St Albans, AL3 4AD)
Prior permission of any person nominated must be obtained.

! ! ! ! ! Heather Osborne, Secretary
 
The AGM will be followed by a presentation by Bill Hodgson about 
the new HHPS website, and a quiz organised by Anne Godfrey.
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AGM Minutes, Autumn 2011

MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
THE HERTFORDSHIRE GROUP OF THE HARDY PLANT SOCIETY

Held at the Memorial Hall, Wheathampstead
on Saturday, 5th November 2011

Present:! Anne Godfrey! ! Chairman
! ! Heather Osborne! Secretary
! ! Janet Horton! ! Treasurer

! Diana Barry! ! Membership Secretary

Committee Members:! Elizabeth Egré, Sue Jaye, Edwina 
Robarts, David Singleton, Rosamund Willis
and 78 Herts Group Members 

Apologies for absence were received from Judy Barker, Margaret 
Easter, Lesley Hopkins, Rod and June Liming, Yvonne Mansergh,  
Barbara Stalbow, Colin and Starr Thomas, Alison Towersey, Rita 
Woodward.

1 MINUTES!
The minutes of the meeting held on Saturday, 6th November 2010, 
which had been circulated, were agreed and signed as a correct 
record.   
! Proposed by Julie Wise; seconded by Rosamund Willis

2 MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising.

3 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman referred to her report, which had been set out in the 
last newsletter.  In addition, she pointed out that in order for the 
group to continue to function, we desperately need more 
volunteers to come forward to stand as Committee members. She 
had agreed to stand for one further year as Chairman but will 
definitely be standing down next year. In addition, although the 
Speakers are booked for 2012, a new Indoor Programme 
Organiser is needed. Irene has already continued as Newsletter 
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Editor for an extra year, and Sue will be standing down from Plant 
Sales next year.  

Proposed by Jacqueline Turner; seconded by Diana Garner

4 TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer referred everyone to her report which had been 
circulated. Although Speaker costs had risen considerably due to 
the booking of some well known names, we had budgeted for a 
deficit (which was only £226) and we still have a healthy bank 
balance. The amount raised on the Members’ Plant Stall often 
covered the costs of the afternoon indoor meetings, and she 
thanked everyone who donated plants. 

Proposed by Christine Viollet; seconded by Roger Trigg

5 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Anne Godfrey was re-elected as Chairman.

Proposed by Margaret Bardell; seconded by Elizabeth Hunter

6 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR
Elizabeth Egré was elected as Vice-Chairman (with the 
understanding that she does not wish to become Chair)

Proposed by Peter Osborne; seconded by Diana Garner

7! ELECTION OF SECRETARY, TREASURER, MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY  

Heather Osborne, Janet Horton, Diana Barry  were all re-elected.
Proposed by Dennis Sandor; seconded by Sue Tomson

8! ELECTION OF NEWSLETTER EDITOR
As no nominations had been received for Newsletter Editor, Irene 
Cowan had kindly agreed to continue in the role for the time being 

Proposed by David Singleton; seconded by Rosamund Willis

9! ELECTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Stephen Dudley, Sue Jaye, Edwina Robarts, David Singleton and 
Rosamund Willis were re-elected. 

Proposed by Sue Stockman; seconded by Koomi Sullivan

10! ELECTION OF EXAMINER
Michael Foers was re-elected as examiner and thanked for the 
excellent work he does in checking our accounts.

Proposed by Janet Horton; seconded by Diana Barry
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11! ANY OTHER BUSINESS
• David Singleton as Technical Manager needs a seconder in case 

of absence / illness – members were asked to approach him so 
that he can explain the setting up of sound system etc. for the 
monthly meetings.

• Irene Cowan appealed for plant based articles for the Newsletter.
• Michael Foers proposed thanks to Annie and all the Committee 

for their hard work.

The meeting closed at 2.12pm.

Front Cover Plant Profile

Front cover:  Aconitum carmichaelii ‘Arendsii’ (AGM). 
Photo: B. Hodgson.
Extending the season with its rich, deep blue spires in September/October, 
this easy-to-grow Monkshood contrasts beautifully with the changing 
colours of autumn in the garden.  In spring and summer it provides a dark 
green backdrop for showy stars of the border, coming into its own when 
other plants are fading.  The panicles of large, hooded flowers are 
attractive to bees and butterflies, offering a food-source well into the 
autumn.  Reaching a height of 5-6 ft, A. ‘Arendsii’ is very hardy and will 
withstand temperatures down to -40’C.
Like other members of the Ranunculaceae family, its foliage is slug and 
snail resistant, and in my experience its stiff stems rarely require staking.  
The deeply-lobed, glossy foliage remains untouched by rabbit and deer.  It 
prefers a semi-shady position in any reasonably moist soil, though ours has 
thrived in fairly dry shade near a beech hedge for many years.  The roots 
are tuberous and easily divided to make new plants in early spring, when 
the old flowering stems should be cut down to ground-level.  It also self-
seeds occasionally.
In our garden, A. ‘Arendsii’ sits amid the autumn fire of Acer griseum and a 
large Acer palmatum ‘Seiun Kaku’, against which its blue flowers appear to 
glow.  Japanese anemones and ferns such as Dryopteris wallichiana are 
good companion plants too, enjoying similar conditions.
All parts of the plant are extremely poisonous and are a potential skin 
irritant, so gloves must be worn when handling. 

                                                                                   Marion Jay
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Events Programme 2012

2012 Indoor Programme.  All events start at 2pm.

6th October, 2012 
Troy Scott-Smith - ‘The Wonder of Bodnant’ 
Bodnant Garden covers some 80 acres above the River Conwy in North 
Wales with a wide range of plants from all over the world that are suited to 
the Welsh climate and soil. The garden has two parts. The Upper garden 
around Bodnant Hall has terraced gardens and informal lawns shaded by 
trees while the lower “Dell” is formed by the River Hiraethlyn and contains 
the Wild Garden. Troy Scott-Smith first worked at Bodnant in 1990. This 
was followed by spells at Sissinghurst in Kent, The Courts in Wiltshire and 
Hyde Hall in Essex before he returned to Bodnant as Head Gardener in 
2006.
3rd Nov
AGM and Members Afternoon
After the AGM, Bill Hodgson will make a short presentation about the new 
HHPS website.  This will be followed by a horticultural quiz, organised by 
Anne Godfrey.
1st Dec 
Rob Potterton - ‘From Mountain to Market’, followed by the 
Christmas Party
Pottertons opened in 1971 and celebrates its 40th anniversary in 2011. It is 
a specialist family run nursery in Lincolnshire specialising in alpines, dwarf 
bulbs and woodland plants, many supplied via mail order and increasingly 
through the internet.  Nurseryman Rob Potterton will talk about his 
experiences travelling with the Alpine Garden Society seed collection trip to 
South West China in 1994 and the methods used to raise these seeds and 
establish plants into cultivation.
Our usual Christmas Party will follow Rob’s talk
There will be a jolly, festive atmosphere, helped along by the Committee’s 
special Punch!
Please bring a plate of goodies to share, either savoury or sweet, on a 
paper plate to avoid lost property issues.
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Events Programme 2013

2013 Indoor Programme.  All events start at 2pm

5th January, 2013
James Alexander-Sinclair -“An Afternoon with James 
Alexander-Sinclair”
In 1992 James Alexander Sinclair left London to build a new house and 
garden (Blackpitts) with his family in Northamptonshire and began to 
concentrate on the design side of things. “I do it because I have an urge to 
leave the bits of the world upon which I am let loose a little more beautiful 
than they were before I arrived.”
James is a well-known journalist and an award winning blogger. He claims 
to enjoy lecturing – it is the frustrated actor in him - and television “also 
involves a fair bit of energetic showing off and, as such, is something I find 
most enjoyable.” So we should be in for a treat at the first meeting of 2013!   

2nd February
Derry Watkins - “Gravel Gardening: low maintenance, drought 
tolerant plants”
For the last twenty years Derry Watkins has run a small nursery near Bath 
called Special Plants. In 1993 she won a Winston Churchill Travelling 
Fellowship to spend three months in South Africa looking for new plants to 
introduce into horticulture in England. 
In 1996 she and her architect husband, Peter, bought a derelict barn to 
convert into a house, and they are gradually converting the fields into a 
garden.  In 1999 she won a silver medal for her black and white exhibit at 
the Chelsea Flower Show. Her monthly articles on Plant Focus were 
featured in Gardens Illustrated in 2003. She teaches at the English 
Gardening School and is the author of The Complete Greenhouse 
Book and Sunspaces. 
Derry returns to Hertfordshire HPS to share her extensive knowledge and 
expertise in gravel gardening and will also bring plants (if available) and 
seeds for sale.  

2nd March
Andrew Sankey - “Rethinking your Garden”
Before becoming a garden designer/landscaper, nurseryman and lecturer, 
Andrew Sankey was Head of Graphics at a secondary school in Woking.
He started teaching garden design to the pupils as part of their examination
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Events Programme 2013

course and very quickly found himself designing gardens for staff and 
friends.  He began his garden design business back in 1990 and has since 
designed everything from tiny front gardens in England to vast turf mazes 
in Minnesota, USA. His specialism, though, is cottage gardens and borders 
where he creates harmonious drifts of colour that give that wonderful sense 
of the English garden throughout the summer. He gives talks and runs 
courses throughout the UK.
His passion is working with plants and being out in the garden and Andrew 
will offer plenty of ideas for re-designing parts of the garden, hiding 
eyesores, creating new borders, making the garden low maintenance, 
putting in features. We’ll get tips on ideas like ‘repeat planting’ and ‘the 
importance of paths.’

6th April
Colin Ward - “Ferns and Tree Ferns”
Colin Ward and his wife Karan were originally arable and stock farmers. 
Keen gardeners, they began to sell a few plants they propagated 
themselves and Swines Meadow Farm Nursery developed from there with 
exhibition at shows and attendance at plant fairs (where, as well as selling, 
Colin is always looking for that something a little different or rare to take 
home!) Their small garden contains many of specimens of the plants that 
they sell.  “From being a garden full of Hydrangea macrophylla, white roses 
and privet it is now a well-microclimated haven of plant goodies from all 
over the world.”
Members have been asking for a speaker on ferns for some time.  Colin will  
give a hands-on talk about the propagation, and care of ferns plus a 
chance to learn about different varieties of ferns. He will also bring plenty of 
ferns for sale plus other plants.

5th October
Andy Sturgeon – “Making the Modern Garden”
Andy Sturgeon has been named one of the UK’s top ten landscape 
designers by both the Sunday Times and House and Garden Magazine.  
He has won 6 Gold medals at the prestigious RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
and also ‘Best in Show’ in 2010.  Andy begins with a whirlwind history of 
garden design.  The talk, which is woven with anecdotes, focuses on his 
own portfolio and journeys from tiny roof gardens to country gardens via 
Chelsea Flower Show and abroad.  Along the way he will explain the 
design philosophy behind each project and impart plenty of practical 
information about plants, garden construction and anything else that crops 
up!
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Events Programme 2013

2nd November:  AGM, followed by member’s talk.

7th  December
Fergus Garrett – “Good Planting and Designing with Plants”
Fergus Garrett joined Great Dixter as Head Gardener in 1992 and worked 
closely with Christopher Lloyd as both gardener and friend during an 
important time in the garden’s development. Fergus combines his full-time, 
hands-on gardening role at Dixter with lecturing and writing articles. He 
also serves on Royal Horticultural Society Trials, Dahlia and Floral A 
committees.  He is Chief Executive of the Great Dixter Charitable Trust, 
moving the garden forward in ever more exciting directions. 
Fergus spoke to us a few years ago on succession planting and he returns 
to Hertfordshire HPS in 2013 for our December talk.  He will once again 
share his skills and experience focusing on good planting and designing 
with plants.

Cornucopia

A correction to the information given in the Spring 2012 Newsletter: the 
yearly subscription to Cornucopia is now £3, not £2.20 as stated.  Members 
can pay for this along with their annual national subscription. 
Cornucopia is the twice-yearly digest of the best writing from the 
Newsletters of the HPS local and specialist groups.

Email Addresses

If you provide us with your email address, we can keep in touch with you 
between newsletters, with information about garden open days and other 
events of interest.  Your address will not be passed on to any third parties.

Subscriptions for 2013

Renewals notices will be sent in November under separate cover.

Please note that membership of the National HPS is a requirement for 
continued membership of a Local Group.
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Members admiring the Candelabra Primulas at Rock Farm

Photo: Heather Osborne

The parterre at Goodnestone Park, Kent.     
                                                                             Photo: Hellen Cullens
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2012 Coach Trip

Rock Farm and Goodnestone Park Gardens, Kent. 13th 
June.

This summer’s endless rain actually stopped and we all had a most 
pleasurable day.  Rock Farm is rather special with many unusual trees, 
shrubs and hardy perennials.  The tulip tree, Liriodendron tulipifera, was in 
flower, a sight not often seen.  There were a number of very striking 
poppies, including a rich purple Papaver somniferum, and a whole bed of 
giant Allium heads.  The borders were packed with interesting plants and 
the owner’s enthusiasm was inspiring.
The garden was divided into various areas, so as one moved around there 
was one surprise after the other.  The most exquisite bird song 
accompanied our visit; an especially melodious performance came from a 
thrush sitting high on one of the surrounding trees.
Goodnestone Park Gardens was a completely different kind of garden, 
more of a parkland with an emphasis on trees.  The front of the slightly 
crumbling house presided over an orderly parterre to meadows beyond the 
haha.  The back of the house overlooked an avenue of trees and beyond to 
the arboretum.  There were a large number of very old trees scattered 
about, among them 200 year-old sweet chestnut and oak trees, which were 
wonderful to see.  The famous Cornus contraversa ‘Variegata’ was so large 
that one took a second look to check if it was real.
The walled garden was full of roses at their best and gave us a glimpse of 
the church tower next door, a clever use of borrowed landscape.  We were 
lucky that the day remained dry, and we were able to enjoy both gardens to 
the full.

                                                                           Irene Cowan

 Seedling Exchange, April 2012

Many thanks to Janet Tyndale for hosting the seedling exchange which 
took place in April.  Always a useful occasion for members to pass on their 
surplus plants and try out new varieties, it was a convivial start to the 
season’s events.
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Anne Godfrey

This autumn Anne Godfrey will be stepping down from her position as 
Chairman of the HHPS.  It’s been an amazing year for Annie, the sort of 
year you might look back on and think ‘did that really happen?’
It started with the RHS Great London Plant Fair, Westminster in April.  
Annie’s exhibit was zingy and bright, with Erysimums, Tulips and Violas 
offset by the acid-green of Euphorbias.  It won a Silver-Gilt.
In the Great Pavilion at Chelsea in May, the Daisy Roots exhibit was a 
sunken garden; plants surrounded a chunky wooden framework which 
incorporated shallow steps down to a lower-level gravelled area.  The 
frame was built by Annie’s Dad and was very similar to one already 
installed in Annie’s own garden.  This time the palette was restrained and 
subtle, the deep purples of Salvias contrasting with silver foliage and 
touches of apricot, (Aquilegia ‘Nora Barlow’) and white (Geranium ‘Derrick 
Cook’).  It too won a Silver-Gilt. 
At Gardener’s World Live in Birmingham in June, Annie picked up another 
Silver-Gilt.  A large beehive provided the focal point to the exhibit, 
surrounded by Acanthus, Campanula and, a real talking-point, a mass of 
variegated ground elder in full flower.  Ten days before GW Live began, a 
BBC filmcrew visited Annie’s own garden and Daisy Roots nursery to make 
a short film about her exhibit.  Annie spoke to camera as though she’d been 
doing it all her life, introducing a new Astrantia she’d discovered in her 
garden and named Astrantia ‘Celeste’.  The piece aired on Gardener’s 
World on 15th June, much to the excitement of everyone who knew her.
And so to Hampton Court in July.  This time the timber framework used at 
Chelsea was set on the diagonal and the colour ramped up, with a 
sumptuous display of summer perennials and grasses, including a swathe 
of pink Achillea ‘Lollipop’, a chance seedling Annie had discovered in her 
own garden some years before.  A Silver Medal was awarded.
In August, Annie’s garden in Gosselin Road, Hertford, was featured in 
‘Gardens Illustrated’ magazine and ‘The Garden’ simultaneously.  The icing 
on this rather sizeable cake comes in October, when Judy Barker and 
Annie will exhibit at the Great Dixter Plant Fair.  Exhibitors from far-flung 
nurseries are accommodated overnight and there is a communal dinner, 
cooked by none other than Fergus Garrett himself.  Cue a long sigh from 
female readers.  With so much going on it’s no surprise that the Chairman’s 
position is changing hands.  Thankyou for everything you’ve done during 
your time in office, Annie, and we wish you all the very best for the future. 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! Marion Jay
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Chairman Anne Godfrey’s Silver-Gilt winning Chelsea Exhibit 2012.
Silver seed-head sculptures by Big Black House Design, Yorkshire.

     
Photos: Anne Godfrey
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